
Worship & Music Arts $290,555  
Worship ministry brings 
everyone together to en-
counter God through the 
shared experiences of 
praising Him, bringing our 
cares and petitions to 
Him, hearing and pro-
claiming God’s Word, and 
being inspired to go and 
be the active Body of Christ in the world. Our wor-
ship is supported by music, creative arts, and tech-
nical arts. 19 music and worship arts groups, over 
400 children, youth, and adults give of their time 
and talents through Music and Worship Arts Minis-
tries. 
 

Children’s Ministry $57,740 
The Children’s Cluster is involved in creating new 
opportunities for faith and community for the chil-
dren and families in our congregation and in the 
Ankeny community. The Cluster is actively involved 
in outreach events including the Easter Egg Hunt, 
Super Summer Daze, VBS, Trunk or Treat, Advent 
Festival, and Parent’s Night Out events. Our Chil-
dren’s Cluster also oversees the Birthday Card 
Ministry, Children’s Mission Projects (VBS, Mitten 
Tree and Wish Tree), Worship Bag Ministry, nurse-
ry/childcare, and other children’s ministry projects.  
 

Education Ministry $68,025 
The Education Cluster includes many areas of  
children’s ministry—from Sunday School at all 
three sites, to Wednesday Night Programming, 
Vacation Bible School, Palm Sunday and Easter 
Celebrations, and many other areas where we 
reach out to children and families to become  
followers of Jesus Christ. Through these program-
ming activities, the Education Cluster is able to  
provide Lenten and Advent Family Devotions, Third 
Grade Bibles, Kindergarten Bibles, and summer 
camp scholarships.   
 

 My Contribution Goes to… 

Discipleship Ministry $97,625 
The Discipleship Cluster was formed by joining the 
Connection Cluster and the Adult Cluster into one 
team that follows and supports people from their 
first visit throughout their Christian walk here at 
Ankeny First. We offer welcoming hospitality for all 
who enter our doors, from worship to Soul Food 
Café. The Discipleship Cluster also helps people 
connect through small groups. We believe that 
small groups are vital to growing deeper in our 
faith and connecting with each other as a faith 
community. We offer structured programs such as 
Alpha and Financial Peace University, as well as 
our own “home grown” sermon series small 
groups, which allow participants to dig deeper and 
discuss the sermon heard that week with videos 
produced by our own pastors. 
 

Sports Ministry $103,880 
Sports Ministry provides a 
unique opportunity to our 
church family to be active 
together while building our 
faith and sense of commu-
nity. In addition to that, our 
programs offer a non-
threatening entry point to 
individuals in the community 

who do not have a home church and/or those who 
are looking for faith-based programming. Sports 
Ministry includes fitness, sports, and recreation 
opportunities for both adults and kids.  
 

Youth Ministry $129,300 
The Youth Ministry strives to empower our youth 
with the understanding that they are not the future 
of Christianity, but the present! We are an open 
door to the community, and welcome all youth 
looking for a place to call their own. Whether it is 
just a place for them to relax and escape the  
pressures of life for an hour or two, or a place for 
those seeking to grow deeper in their faith, no one 
is turned away. Programs include Spark (6th-8th 
grade), Ignite (9th-12th grade), and Confirmation.  

Christian Care Ministry $66,645 

 

Recovery Ministry $14,265 
The Recovery Cluster serves the call of offering 
encouragement, comfort, understanding, and a 
clear path of discipleship to those in the recovery 
community. One of the major components is 
providing transportation to and from rehabilitation 
facilities and offering a simple meal at our Saturday 
night worship service. Additionally, we host Road 
of Recovery Small Groups after worship. 
 

Mission Cluster $53,615 
Mission giving at Ankeny 
First has been very generous 
as we understand how im-
portant it is to help those in 
need. The majority of our 
mission giving comes from 
designated gifts from our church family. The only 
budgeted items are: the agreed upon support to 
two partner churches - Women at the Well and 
Trinity Las Americas United Methodist Church; 
funding for our annual 2-week mission trip in sup-
port of our partners at Malawi UMC in Malawi, Afri-
ca; and to missionaries in Zimbabwe, Africa.  
 

Mortgage Interest $40,000 
The Finance Committee, with approval of the 
Church Council, plans to transition the interest on 
the Christian Life Center mortgage into the operat-
ing budget, resulting in all giving to the capital cam-
paign fund going directly to the principal. 
 
 

 

Property Management $516,900 
All of the great and 
amazing work that God 
does here each and eve-
ry day requires another 
foundation to support it. 
One of the larger ex-
penses of providing an 
open and inviting space 

is the ongoing use, safety, repairs, and mainte-
nance required at all three of our unique campus-
es. When you think about all of the meals, small 
groups, hosting of families, sports activities, sup-
port, encouragement, planning, worship opportuni-
ties, and outreach of ministry that take place 
across our three campuses on a daily basis, it is 
truly a blessing how God is able to multiply the im-
pact over and over.  
 

Administrative Support $447,600 
We are blessed to have so many talented volun-
teers and staff, but in order to make the most of the 
gifts and resources God has given us, we must 
have a reliable support staff and resources in place 
to fund these ministries. Like most businesses, 
there are costs needed to run the day-to-day  
operations such as administrative staff, training, 
payroll taxes, insurance, postage, banking/credit 
fees, etc. The time and resources involved are es-
sential to our mission as we continue to be wel-
coming and inviting to all who contact the church.   
 

Conference Apportionments 
$312,750 
As the largest United Methodist church in Iowa, we 
contribute a significant amount to our Iowa Confer-
ence through what are called “apportionments.” 
Through these contributions, we collaborate with 
United Methodist churches all around Iowa, and 
throughout the world, in the mission of making  
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world (the United Methodist Mission State-
ment). From colleges, camps, new churches, dis-
aster relief, community service centers, to raising 
up new pastors/leaders, etc., we are able to  
accomplish much more than we could on our own. 



2020 Budget Summary 
 

Your investment in the mission is vital to 
the success of our vision. We support 
our ministries and serve the people we 
do through your generosity, for which 
we are so grateful! While the final budg-
et will be determined by the responses 
on the Commitment Cards, the working 

budget has been recommended at $2,198,900. 
That is a 2% increase of expenses over the 2019 
budget.  

While this year’s budgetary increase is minimal, 
our commitment to excellence in ministry and 
pursuit of our mission is as strong as ever. To 
see an explanation of expenses presented both 
as narrative and line-item budgets, go to the Give 
page on our website www.AnkenyFirst.org or find 
copies at our Welcome Centers. 

H 
ere at Ankeny First, we are 
excited to share the stories 
and inspirations that surface 

each and every day through your 
generous support of our annual  
local budget. 
 

We invite you to take a look at each 
ministry area included in our annual 
budget, and join us in celebrating 
what God is doing among us and 
through us here at Ankeny First! 
 

Through your continued, dedicated 
giving, you demonstrate your com-
mitment to our Method.  
 

WORSHIP | CONNECT | RESPOND 

Why is giving important? 
 

People make time and find money for what mat-
ters, and caring about things that matter changes 
who we are. As we encourage people to invest 
time in our Method of worshiping, connecting, 
and responding, we also encourage people to 
invest financially. Worshiping makes us grateful, 
connecting makes us available to each other, 
responding makes us sincere, and giving makes 
us generous.  
 

How does the church use my 
Commitment Card? 

 

Your financial commitment will be kept confiden-
tial. The total of all the Commitment Cards will be 
used by the Finance Committee and Church 
Council to set a realistic goal for our annual  
operating budget. 

As a congregation, our goal for 2020 is to help 
more people follow the entire Method—to  
worship, connect, and respond. To help meet the 
goal, the Discipleship Cluster will see your re-
sponses only on the non-financial side of the 
commitment card and use them to help you to 
become more involved in the entire Method. 

Contact Us 
Phone: 515.964.4249 

Email: First@AnkenyFirst.org 
Web: www.AnkenyFirst.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/AnkenyFirst 

1 Timothy 6:6 
Now godliness combined with 
contentment brings great profit. 

Giving online or 
through your mobile 
device has never 
been easier with 
PushPay! 
 

With PushPay, you can: 

• Give easily, quickly, and securely from  
anywhere, anytime  

• Set up recurring donations 

• View your giving history 

• Pay the credit card & processing fees which 
ensures Ankeny First will receive 100% of 
your donation 

 

How to start: 

• Visit www.AnkenyFirst.org/give.htm and 
click on “Give Online”. This will take you to 
the secure giving link and allow you to 
make your donation. 

• Grab your phone and text AnkenyFirst to 
77977. You’ll receive a text back with  
instructions to start giving and an invitation 
to download the PushPay App. 

http://www.AnkenyFirst.org
http://www.ankenyfirst.org/give.htm

