Welcome!
Welcome to our Guests! We’re happy you are worshiping with us today and
pray you will experience the love of Christ through our church. Each week we invite
everyone to sign the Friendship Pads as one way to get better acquainted. To learn
more about our church, pick up a copy of our newsletter, in-Site(s), available at each
worship site or visit our website–www.AnkenyFUMC.org.
Especially for Children Children are always welcome in worship, and “Worship
Bags” with children’s activities are available for them to use. Quality childcare is provided on Sunday mornings for infants and toddlers, as well as Sunday School for children ages 3 and up. Just ask an usher for assistance in finding the nursery or Sunday
School rooms. A “Wee Care” Room is located in the balcony of the Uptown Sanctuary,
so little ones can play while parents watch and listen to worship.
Soul Food Café All are invited to our informal meal Wednesday evenings during
the school year between 5:00-6:30pm in our Uptown Fellowship Hall. Cost: $3 per
person ($10 per family). NO reservations needed! Check the church website to see
what’s on the menu this week under “Groups & Study”. Resumes January 7.
Special Needs At our Uptown location, large print hymnals and bulletins and wireless hearing aids are available–ask an usher for assistance.
Fellowship You are all invited to Fellowship Time! Uptown: Between the three
Sunday services in Fellowship Hall. Faith Chapel: After both services in Fellowship
Hall. Christian Life Center: Between both services. Spirit Alive: Before worship.
FOR THOSE WHO GIVE ELECTRONICALLY If you make your church contributions on-line, but still find it meaningful to put something in the offering
plate, you will find a small basket of cards at each worship site which say, “I
give electronically.” Pick one up weekly and put it in the offering plate. To
donate from your smart phone, use the mobile version of our online giving page at any
time. Simply scan the image you see here using your phone’s QR code reader.
We’re glad you worshipped with us today!
Join us next week as we explore the following theme:
“Wise Men (and Women and Children)

Uptown Saturday & Sunday: “Are We There Yet?” Rev. Angie Loomis
Christian Life Center: “Trespassing AFTER the Party” Rev. John Wagner
Faith Chapel: “Good News for the New Year” Rev. Dick Pfaltzgraff

Featured Information for this week
Candles of Hope—A Liturgy of Remembering
The “Candles of Hope” service is a quiet time to worship the Christ child and remember blessings in an atmosphere of peace and serenity. Join us today, December 21 from 4:30-5:30pm in the Uptown Chapel in sharing and hearing prayers, scripture readings, meditations and music that acknowledge God’s presence
for those who mourn and for those who struggle. Allow yourself the reminder that
God’s Word does come to shine light in our darkness.

W ORSHIP SERVICES

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Uptown: 206 SW Walnut St ~ 964-4249
Saturdays 5:00pm ~ Blended
Sundays 8:30am ~ Traditional
9:45am ~ Contemporary
11:00am ~ Spirited Traditional
Christian Life Center: 710 NE 36th St ~ 289-9153
Saturdays 7:15pm ~ “The Road”
Sundays 9:00am & 10:45am ~ Contemporary
Faith Chapel: 7384 NW 16th St ~ 289-2171
Sundays 9:00am ~ Traditional
10:30am ~ Contemporary

Join Us for Christmas Eve Worship
December 23
Christmas Candlelight Service, 7:00pm Uptown Sanctuary
December 24
Uptown: 3:00pm Candy Cane Service (great for families);
5:00, 7:00, 9:00 and 11:00pm Candlelight Services;
Christian Life Center: 5:00pm; 7:00pm Candlelight Service;
Faith Chapel: 5:00pm, 7:00pm Candlelight Service
Infant and toddler childcare is available except at the
December 24 Uptown 3:00pm and 11:00pm services.
Communion will be served at all services except at the 3:00pm Candy Cane service.

Ankeny First United
Methodist Church

Nursery available at all
Sunday services.

Ministers: All God’s People
Lead Pastor: Scott Hibben
Administrative Pastor: Angie Loomis
Associate Pastors, Faith Chapel: Thom Bryant, Dick Pfaltzgraff
Associate Pastor, CLC: John Wagner
Associate Pastors, Thrive UMC: Jeremy Poland, Jen Hibben
Director of Worship Ministry: Jan Boehm
Director of Children & Family Ministries: Pat Crownover
Director of Youth Ministry: Rick Webb
Associate Director of Youth Ministry: Theresa Bargfrede
Director of Small Group Ministry: Lindsay Drake
Director of Care & Connection Ministry: Jacque Coulson
Director of Sports Ministry: Traci Schermerhorn
Minister of Visitation: Charles Tefft, Duane Churchman
Email staff at: firstname.lastname@AnkenyFUMC.org

Deadlines: Bulletin

Tuesdays 5:00pm; Jan 15 Newsletter

Jan 1

FOR A COMPLETE LISTING OF AFUMC EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES:
Pick up a weekly calendar at any worship location (ask an usher for assistance)
or go to our website: www.AnkenyFUMC.org.
Al-Anon
Mondays, 7:00pm, Upt Rm 314
AA
Wednesdays, 8:00pm, Upt Rm 314
Fridays, 6:00pm, Upt Rm 314
Saturdays, 6:30pm, Upt Rm 314
Wednesdays, 6:00pm, CLC Rms 103-104
Contact Gene & Marilyn Sewell
(964-0041) with questions.

A Festival of Lessons and Carols
Today Sunday, December 21 at 3:00pm in the Uptown Sanctuary. In this service,
the community receives the story of “God with us” through nine passages of scripture along with traditional anthems and carols of Christmas. The musical selections will be presented by a Festival Choir, Orchestra and Chamber Choir comprising musicians from all of worship sites. Bring your family and friends to begin
your Christmas celebration!

Uptown: 9:45 & 11:00am
~ 3yr old –7th grade
Christian Life Center:
9:00am & 10:45am
~ 3yr old –7th grade
Faith Chapel:
10:30am ~ 3yr old-3rd grade

Ankeny First United
Methodist Church is a
Stephen Ministry
Congregation.
Bright Beginnings Preschool
Any questions, please contact
Missy Starr: 229-0667

Real. Life. Change. Saturdays at the Christian Life Center. 6:00pm pizza and salad supper; 7:15pm worship;
8:00pm Recovery Group breakout. While this ministry and
worship focuses on those recovering from addictions,
friends and family members of those recovering, and those having trouble meeting life
on life’s terms, it is open to all. The Road’s 24 hour contact number, 515-777-8333, is
“always on” and we are here to help.

3 Locations ~ 9 Worship Services
1 Congregation United in Christ!
Uptown Campus ~ Faith Chapel ~ Christian Life Center
www.AnkenyFUMC.org
AnkenyFUMC@AnkenyFUMC.org

UPTOWN CAMPUS: 206 SW Walnut Street
FAITH CHAPEL: 7384 NW 16th Street
CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER: 710 NE 36th Street
Our Mission:
To be an open and inviting community of faith through
which God grows deeply committed Christians.
Our Vision:
INVITE people into Christ’s Body.
INSPIRE them to become more like Jesus.
IMPROVE the lives of those in need.

December 21, 2014

Uptow n Campus ~ Traditional W orship
December 21, 2014 ~ 8:30am
PRELUDE
WELCOME/WORSHIP FOCUS
*CONGREGATIONAL GREETING
*CALL TO WORSHIP
*OPENING HYMN
“Joy to the World”
#246
*OPENING PRAYER: Almighty God, Light of the World, you caused light to
shine out of darkness in the coming of Jesus our Christ; you continually open to
us ways to prepare our hearts for you. So confess our unwillingness to see the
light and to walk in your ways. We have not always opened our eyes to the needs
of others, and our feet have wandered from your paths of justice and peace. We
ask in this service of worship that the Spirit of Christ be born anew within us,
that our hearts may be stirred into acts of compassion and service as we draw
near to your nativity. Amen.
*WORDS OF PARDON & ASSURANCE
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
TIME WITH THE CHILDREN
ANTHEM I
“The Little Drummer Boy”
[arr. Simeone]
Chancel Choir
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/THE LORD’S PRAYER
ANTHEM II
“In the Bleak Midwinter”
[arr. Moore]
Chancel Choir
SCRIPTURE
Luke 2:7
SERMON
“Good Cop, Bad Cop?”
Rev. Scott Hibben
OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD
MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS
OFFERTORY
“Sweet Little Jesus Boy”
[MacGimsey]
Lindsay Drake
*OFFERING SONG/*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*HYMN OF DEDICATION
“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”
#240
*BENEDICTION
*CHORAL BENEDICTION
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (refrain)
POSTLUDE
*Please stand if you are able.
Note: Please silence all cell phones & refrain from flash photography during worship.

Sermon Reflection Questions During the coming week, we encourage you to
consider these questions in your personal prayer time or small group discussions:
1. What kind of person do you think the innkeeper was – callous and hardhearted or open
and generous?
2. How might the innkeeper be just like you in your openness to God stepping into your
busy agenda?
3. What does it look like to find even just “a little room” for God to be born in you?
At Ankeny First United Methodist Church, we are intentional in keeping our Membership
covenant to uphold the United Methodist Church by our prayers, presence, gifts, service & witness:
PRAYERS: The following are some of our joys and concerns:
Hospitals: Lutheran: Chuck Overton Taylor House: Duane Churchman
PRESENCE: The following are attendance figures from last week.
WORSHIP (The Road)40 (Sat)51 (8:30)248 (9:45)188 (11:00)217
(CLC-9:00)304 (CLC-10:45)188 (FC-9:00)55 (FC-10:30)68 Total = 1,359
SUNDAY SCHOOL (Uptown)107 (FC)10 (CLC)166 Total = 283
GIFTS: Last week’s offering for Christ’s work here and around the world:
General Budget $40,004.83 Capital Campaign $10,860.78 Missions $8,276.50 Other $1,357.09
Total Organ Donations $30,709.34
SERVICE: Today’s Worship Helpers are listed below.
Ushers: Head Ushers: Doug & Karen Altman; Veda & Terry Bergeson, Marvin Hastings, Ken Kise
Greeters: Lory & Mary Johnson, Bill & Connie Funk
Organist: Mark Shultz Sound: Caleb Webb Powerpoint: Karen Newell
Chancel Choir Director: Melody Webb Chancel Choir Accompanist: Christine Stone
Fellowship Servers: Malawi Ministry Team Advent Candles: Thomas & Melody Webb & family

Opportunities for Ministry & Growth

www.AnkenyFUMC.org

NEWS TO KNOW

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADULT STUDY & CONNECTION

Merry Christmas! The entire staff at Ankeny First wishes you and yours a very Merry
Christmas. Be thankful for God’s love and blessings this Christmas season.
Uptown needs Christmas Eve Servers! With multiple worship services at Uptown
on December 23 & 24, many volunteers are needed to serve as ushers, greeters, communion stewards and candle bearers. Look for opportunities on our church website
(www.AnkenyFUMC.org), and consider sharing the gift of your time and service this
Christmas! Email Rhonda.Garcia@AnkenyFUMC.org for more information.
4th Annual Christmas Day Potluck For our fourth consecutive year we will be
having a potluck lunch on Christmas Day. Join us this year at the Christian Life Center
from noon-1:30pm. Table service and main dish provided. Feel free to bring a side dish or
dessert to share if you can. The CLC is located at 710 NE 36th Street in Ankeny.

Beth Moore Bible Study–Children of the Day Join this women’s study for a 9week journey with Beth Moore as she explores 1 and 2 Thessalonians. In this study, we
will face crisis, afflictions, relationships, doubts, concerns, and fears, as we find encouragement for living the Christian life now and hope for when Christ returns. This study is
DVD-based with a workbook of daily readings and reflections. We will meet on Sundays at
the CLC immediately after the 9:00am worship service beginning January 11. Contact
Jenny Neighbour to join or for information jennywof@gmail.com, 964-8690.
Alpha “Come and See” Event Mark your calendars now for the launch of a new Alpha session beginning January 11 with a “Come and See” event. At Alpha, guests are
invited to freely explore the Christian faith in a relaxed setting. Each week guests enjoy a
meal and a talk on subjects as diverse as “Who is Jesus?,” “How Can I Have Faith?” and
“How Can I Make the Most of the Rest of My Life?” It will be held in the Uptown Fellowship Hall at 5:30pm. All welcome!
New Disciple Sessions starting in January Beginning in mid-January, four different Disciple sessions will launch! Visit us on-line to register or for more information!
 Disciple 1: Mondays, beginning January 12 at 6:30pm in CLC room 103/104 led by
Pastor Scott Hibben.
 Disciple 2: Sundays, beginning January 11 at 6:30pm in Uptown room 310 led by Steve Nielson.
 Disciple 3: Mondays, beginning January 26 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Pastor Bob Ward.
 Disciple 4: Tuesdays, beginning January 13 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Glenn Hobin, Greg Saboe and Denny Brouwer.
Financial Peace University We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University (FPU) is that plan! It teaches God’s way of handling money. Through video teaching, class discussions and interactive small group activities, FPU presents biblical, practical steps to get from where you are to where you’ve dreamed you could be. This plan will
show you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely, and so
much more. Please visit our website or contact Lindsay Drake with any questions. Don’t
miss out on this life-changing class! FPU will offer two sessions this winter. (Jan. 15 CLC
room 105 from 6:30-8:00pm AND Feb. 8 Uptown room 310 from 5:00-6:30pm.)
Covenant Bible Study Several Covenant Bible Study groups will begin in January
and throughout the spring. Covenant is divided into 3 eight-week sessions where participants read and discuss the Bible together, while learning how to love God and each other
better. Sign up online or for more information, check out the Connect. Contact Lindsay
Drake at Lindsay.Drake@ankenyfumc.org for further information.

Let us help you with that New Year’s Resolution If fitness is part of your 2015
agenda, then we have your solution! Our early morning Bootcamp program offers the
perfect combination of heart pumping cardio and intense strength training. We want you
to have fun, but be prepared for some high intensity training. Our next session of
Bootcamp will run from Monday, January 5 - Friday, February 27. Bootcamp is held
Monday-Friday at 5:15am or 6:00am at the Christian Life Center. The cost for this eightweek program is $40. www.ankenyfumc.org/bootcamp.htm
Adult Volleyball League, January 15-March 5, 2015 Join us for our co-ed volleyball league on Thursday nights at the Christian Life Center. Games will be held between
7:00-9:00pm. (Depending on registration numbers, games may need to start at 6:00pm.)
Cost is $15. Childcare will be provided if needed. Sign up individually or as a team (teams
require a minimum of six players). We offer two divisions–Recreational and Competitive.
Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/volleyball.htm
ZUMBA GOLD, derived from the original ZUMBA FITNESS program, makes low-impact
modifications for beginners, active older adults, and other individuals who are looking for
a fun, high-energy workout that is friendlier to the body! Registration is $20 for this sixweek session. Our next session will run from January 8- February 12 at 10:30am. Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/zumba.htm
New Horizons Adult Day Center is looking to hire a part-time bus driver, split shift,
first at 7:30am, second at 3:00pm (M/W/F). Additionally, volunteer opportunities at New
Horizons include helping with lunch set-up and/or clean-up on W or Th. Other opportunities include helping with activities during the weekdays. Contact Vicki Engh, 965-1602.
ALTAR FLOWERS FOR 2015 The 2015 sign up chart is now displayed on the bulletin
board by the Uptown office. Sign up today to provide flowers to decorate our altar.
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center service now Available in
Ankeny Sarah McElhaney, LMFT, a licensed marriage and family therapist that works at
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center, is now seeing clients here at Ankeny First (for
12 years of age and up) on Tuesdays. She received undergraduate BA degrees in psychology and family services from the UNI and a M.S. degree in human development from
Virginia Tech. Sarah counsels children and adolescents and their families, adults,
and couples, and her areas of treatment interest include anxiety and depressive disorders, child behavioral issues, parenting and relational issues, self-image, social skills, and
couples issues. Contact Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center 515-274-4006 for information and to schedule appointments.
It’s Not too Late to Return your 2015 “Because We Believe” pledge Card!
Join the excitement of supporting our ministries in 2015 by returning your financial pledge
for next year if you haven’t done so already. It directs our church leaders in planning for
the future when they know the strength of the potential contributions! Extra pledge cards
are available at each worship site at The Connect in the gathering space.
Connect @ First Recently we launched “The Connect,” a welcome
and hospitality center at each of our worship locations. Guests will be
warmly greeted there, established members and friends will find ways
to get involved in ministries, and it will become one more way we
strive to make AFUMC a place of Christ’s welcome and discipling in
the lives of each of us. We invite new people earlier in their experience of AFUMC, as well
as established folks within the church, helping everyone become part of vital relationships
and ministry here at First. This is consistent with our mission: To be an open and inviting
community of faith through which God grows deeply committed Christians.
A big Malawi zikomo (thank you) to all who donated to, shopped at, or volunteered for the Holiday Cookie Walk last Saturday. Our congregation donated a wonderful
assortment of goodies that reflected hours of loving work, and they sold very well. The
shoppers raised over $1,000 to use for the 2015 Malawi projects. What a blessing!

YOUTH NEWS
Family Christmas Worship Service today All youth 6th-12th grade and their families are invited to the youth’s Family Christmas Worship Service on December 21 at the
Christian Life Center. Join us at 6:00pm for a meal ($3/person) and at 6:30pm for worship.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES
Bright Beginnings Preschool Open House January 11 at 9:30-11:00am at our
Uptown site—Come tour our programs for children 2-5 years old. Preschool staff and
board members will be available to answer questions you may have about the program.
AFUMC Preschool Registration for 2015-2016 Our AFUMC Preschool Registration is Tuesday, January 13! Registration is to be completed in-person at 6:00-6:30pm for
church members, and 6:30-7:00pm for community at large. No phone calls will be accepted. You will be able to register your child by the entryway to the Preschool Office for the
Parents Morning Out, five-day, two-day, three-day and Kinder-Prep programs. A $50 registration fee will be charged at the time of registration to reserve your child’s place.
Children’s Programming Our programming takes a brief break over the Christmas
holiday. Programming will start up again the first full week of January.
 Bible Adventures: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 K.U.L.E. Kids: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 Little Cherubs: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:10-4:40pm; starts Tuesday, January 13, CLC at 6:00-6:30pm
 Kids of the Kingdom: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:00-4:45pm
 Heavenly Metal: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:00-4:40pm
 Celebration Chimes: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:45-5:25pm

Uptow n Campus ~ Contemporary W orship
December 21, 2014 ~ 9:45am
GATHERING SONG
WELCOME /WORSHIP FOCUS
*CONGREGATIONAL GREETING
*PRAISE SONGS
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
CHILDREN’S TIME
PRAYER TIME/PRAYER SONG
SCRIPTURE
Luke 2:7
SERMON
“Good Cop, Bad Cop?”
Rev. Scott Hibben
OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD
MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS:
OFFERTORY
“Sweet Little Jesus Boy” [MacGimsey] Lindsay Drake
*BENEDICTION SONG
*Please stand if you are able.
Note: Please silence all cell phones & refrain from flash photography during worship.

Sermon Reflection Questions During the coming week, we encourage you to
consider these questions in your personal prayer time or small group discussions:
1. What kind of person do you think the innkeeper was – callous and hardhearted or open
and generous?
2. How might the innkeeper be just like you in your openness to God stepping into your
busy agenda?
3. What does it look like to find even just “a little room” for God to be born in you?

At Ankeny First United Methodist Church, we are intentional in keeping our Membership
covenant to uphold the United Methodist Church by our prayers, presence, gifts, service & witness:
PRAYERS: The following are some of our joys and concerns:
Hospitals: Lutheran: Chuck Overton Taylor House: Duane Churchman
PRESENCE: The following are attendance figures from last week.
WORSHIP (The Road)40 (Sat)51 (8:30)248 (9:45)188 (11:00)217
(CLC-9:00)304 (CLC-10:45)188 (FC-9:00)55 (FC-10:30)68 Total = 1,359
SUNDAY SCHOOL (Uptown)107 (FC)10 (CLC)166 Total = 283
GIFTS: Last week’s offering for Christ’s work here and around the world:
General Budget $40,004.83 Capital Campaign $10,860.78 Missions $8,276.50 Other $1,357.09
Total Organ Donations $30,709.34
SERVICE: Today’s Worship Helpers are listed below.
Ushers: Head Ushers: Jon Vandervort, Rod Sharar Greeters: Tony Rhoads, Kevin & Lois Scholbrock
Sound: Brett Pike Powerpoint: Angi Moss Worship Team: Lindsay Drake, Chase Harrison, Scott Marler
Fellowship Servers: Malawi Ministry Team Advent Candles: Travis & Lindsay Drake & family

Opportunities for Ministry & Growth

www.AnkenyFUMC.org

NEWS TO KNOW

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADULT STUDY & CONNECTION

Merry Christmas! The entire staff at Ankeny First wishes you and yours a very Merry
Christmas. Be thankful for God’s love and blessings this Christmas season.
Uptown needs Christmas Eve Servers! With multiple worship services at Uptown
on December 23 & 24, many volunteers are needed to serve as ushers, greeters, communion stewards and candle bearers. Look for opportunities on our church website
(www.AnkenyFUMC.org), and consider sharing the gift of your time and service this
Christmas! Email Rhonda.Garcia@AnkenyFUMC.org for more information.
4th Annual Christmas Day Potluck For our fourth consecutive year we will be
having a potluck lunch on Christmas Day. Join us this year at the Christian Life Center
from noon-1:30pm. Table service and main dish provided. Feel free to bring a side dish or
dessert to share if you can. The CLC is located at 710 NE 36th Street in Ankeny.

Beth Moore Bible Study–Children of the Day Join this women’s study for a 9week journey with Beth Moore as she explores 1 and 2 Thessalonians. In this study, we
will face crisis, afflictions, relationships, doubts, concerns, and fears, as we find encouragement for living the Christian life now and hope for when Christ returns. This study is
DVD-based with a workbook of daily readings and reflections. We will meet on Sundays at
the CLC immediately after the 9:00am worship service beginning January 11. Contact
Jenny Neighbour to join or for information jennywof@gmail.com, 964-8690.
Alpha “Come and See” Event Mark your calendars now for the launch of a new Alpha session beginning January 11 with a “Come and See” event. At Alpha, guests are
invited to freely explore the Christian faith in a relaxed setting. Each week guests enjoy a
meal and a talk on subjects as diverse as “Who is Jesus?,” “How Can I Have Faith?” and
“How Can I Make the Most of the Rest of My Life?” It will be held in the Uptown Fellowship Hall at 5:30pm. All welcome!
New Disciple Sessions starting in January Beginning in mid-January, four different Disciple sessions will launch! Visit us on-line to register or for more information!
 Disciple 1: Mondays, beginning January 12 at 6:30pm in CLC room 103/104 led by
Pastor Scott Hibben.
 Disciple 2: Sundays, beginning January 11 at 6:30pm in Uptown room 310 led by Steve Nielson.
 Disciple 3: Mondays, beginning January 26 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Pastor Bob Ward.
 Disciple 4: Tuesdays, beginning January 13 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Glenn Hobin, Greg Saboe and Denny Brouwer.
Financial Peace University We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University (FPU) is that plan! It teaches God’s way of handling money. Through video teaching, class discussions and interactive small group activities, FPU presents biblical, practical steps to get from where you are to where you’ve dreamed you could be. This plan will
show you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely, and so
much more. Please visit our website or contact Lindsay Drake with any questions. Don’t
miss out on this life-changing class! FPU will offer two sessions this winter. (Jan. 15 CLC
room 105 from 6:30-8:00pm AND Feb. 8 Uptown room 310 from 5:00-6:30pm.)
Covenant Bible Study Several Covenant Bible Study groups will begin in January
and throughout the spring. Covenant is divided into 3 eight-week sessions where participants read and discuss the Bible together, while learning how to love God and each other
better. Sign up online or for more information, check out the Connect. Contact Lindsay
Drake at Lindsay.Drake@ankenyfumc.org for further information.

Let us help you with that New Year’s Resolution If fitness is part of your 2015
agenda, then we have your solution! Our early morning Bootcamp program offers the
perfect combination of heart pumping cardio and intense strength training. We want you
to have fun, but be prepared for some high intensity training. Our next session of
Bootcamp will run from Monday, January 5 - Friday, February 27. Bootcamp is held
Monday-Friday at 5:15am or 6:00am at the Christian Life Center. The cost for this eightweek program is $40. www.ankenyfumc.org/bootcamp.htm
Adult Volleyball League, January 15-March 5, 2015 Join us for our co-ed volleyball league on Thursday nights at the Christian Life Center. Games will be held between
7:00-9:00pm. (Depending on registration numbers, games may need to start at 6:00pm.)
Cost is $15. Childcare will be provided if needed. Sign up individually or as a team (teams
require a minimum of six players). We offer two divisions–Recreational and Competitive.
Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/volleyball.htm
ZUMBA GOLD, derived from the original ZUMBA FITNESS program, makes low-impact
modifications for beginners, active older adults, and other individuals who are looking for
a fun, high-energy workout that is friendlier to the body! Registration is $20 for this sixweek session. Our next session will run from January 8- February 12 at 10:30am. Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/zumba.htm
New Horizons Adult Day Center is looking to hire a part-time bus driver, split shift,
first at 7:30am, second at 3:00pm (M/W/F). Additionally, volunteer opportunities at New
Horizons include helping with lunch set-up and/or clean-up on W or Th. Other opportunities include helping with activities during the weekdays. Contact Vicki Engh, 965-1602.
ALTAR FLOWERS FOR 2015 The 2015 sign up chart is now displayed on the bulletin
board by the Uptown office. Sign up today to provide flowers to decorate our altar.
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center service now Available in
Ankeny Sarah McElhaney, LMFT, a licensed marriage and family therapist that works at
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center, is now seeing clients here at Ankeny First (for
12 years of age and up) on Tuesdays. She received undergraduate BA degrees in psychology and family services from the UNI and a M.S. degree in human development from
Virginia Tech. Sarah counsels children and adolescents and their families, adults,
and couples, and her areas of treatment interest include anxiety and depressive disorders, child behavioral issues, parenting and relational issues, self-image, social skills, and
couples issues. Contact Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center 515-274-4006 for information and to schedule appointments.
It’s Not too Late to Return your 2015 “Because We Believe” pledge Card!
Join the excitement of supporting our ministries in 2015 by returning your financial pledge
for next year if you haven’t done so already. It directs our church leaders in planning for
the future when they know the strength of the potential contributions! Extra pledge cards
are available at each worship site at The Connect in the gathering space.
Connect @ First Recently we launched “The Connect,” a welcome
and hospitality center at each of our worship locations. Guests will be
warmly greeted there, established members and friends will find ways
to get involved in ministries, and it will become one more way we
strive to make AFUMC a place of Christ’s welcome and discipling in
the lives of each of us. We invite new people earlier in their experience of AFUMC, as well
as established folks within the church, helping everyone become part of vital relationships
and ministry here at First. This is consistent with our mission: To be an open and inviting
community of faith through which God grows deeply committed Christians.
A big Malawi zikomo (thank you) to all who donated to, shopped at, or volunteered for the Holiday Cookie Walk last Saturday. Our congregation donated a wonderful
assortment of goodies that reflected hours of loving work, and they sold very well. The
shoppers raised over $1,000 to use for the 2015 Malawi projects. What a blessing!

YOUTH NEWS
Family Christmas Worship Service today All youth 6th-12th grade and their families are invited to the youth’s Family Christmas Worship Service on December 21 at the
Christian Life Center. Join us at 6:00pm for a meal ($3/person) and at 6:30pm for worship.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES
Bright Beginnings Preschool Open House January 11 at 9:30-11:00am at our
Uptown site—Come tour our programs for children 2-5 years old. Preschool staff and
board members will be available to answer questions you may have about the program.
AFUMC Preschool Registration for 2015-2016 Our AFUMC Preschool Registration is Tuesday, January 13! Registration is to be completed in-person at 6:00-6:30pm for
church members, and 6:30-7:00pm for community at large. No phone calls will be accepted. You will be able to register your child by the entryway to the Preschool Office for the
Parents Morning Out, five-day, two-day, three-day and Kinder-Prep programs. A $50 registration fee will be charged at the time of registration to reserve your child’s place.
Children’s Programming Our programming takes a brief break over the Christmas
holiday. Programming will start up again the first full week of January.
 Bible Adventures: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 K.U.L.E. Kids: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 Little Cherubs: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:10-4:40pm; starts Tuesday, January 13, CLC at 6:00-6:30pm
 Kids of the Kingdom: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:00-4:45pm
 Heavenly Metal: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:00-4:40pm
 Celebration Chimes: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:45-5:25pm

Christian Life Center ~ Contemporary W orship
December 21, 2014 ~ 9:00am & 10:45am
*PRAISE
PRAYER
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
CHILDREN’S TIME
SCRIPTURE
Luke 2:1-2, 6-7
SERMON
“Trespassing in the Periphery”
Rev. John Wagner
OFFERING OF OURSELVES
*CLOSING SONG
*Please stand if you are able.

Note: Please silence all cell phones & refrain from flash photography during worship.
Sermon Reflection Questions During the coming week, we encourage you to
consider these questions in your personal prayer time or small group discussions:
1. What was the REAL response of the innkeeper?
2. What mistakes do we let get in the way of a trespassing God?
3. Where is your manger?

CLC Hospitality Help Needed! We are in need of more volunteers to bake/bring
cookies on Sunday mornings for the CLC Hospitality time. If you are willing to bake/bring
cookies one Sunday per month, please call the office or email Sherry Denner at
fourdenners@gmail.com.

At Ankeny First United Methodist Church, we are intentional in keeping our Membership
covenant to uphold the United Methodist Church by our prayers, presence, gifts, service & witness:
PRAYERS: The following are some of our joys and concerns:
Hospitals: Lutheran: Chuck Overton Taylor House: Duane Churchman
PRESENCE: The following are attendance figures from last week.
WORSHIP (The Road)40 (Sat)51 (8:30)248 (9:45)188 (11:00)217
(CLC-9:00)304 (CLC-10:45)188 (FC-9:00)55 (FC-10:30)68 Total = 1,359
SUNDAY SCHOOL (Uptown)107 (FC)10 (CLC)166 Total = 283
GIFTS: Last week’s offering for Christ’s work here and around the world:
General Budget $40,004.83 Capital Campaign $10,860.78 Missions $8,276.50 Other $1,357.09
Total Organ Donations $30,709.34

Sermon Notes:
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Merry Christmas! The entire staff at Ankeny First wishes you and yours a very Merry
Christmas. Be thankful for God’s love and blessings this Christmas season.
Uptown needs Christmas Eve Servers! With multiple worship services at Uptown
on December 23 & 24, many volunteers are needed to serve as ushers, greeters, communion stewards and candle bearers. Look for opportunities on our church website
(www.AnkenyFUMC.org), and consider sharing the gift of your time and service this
Christmas! Email Rhonda.Garcia@AnkenyFUMC.org for more information.
4th Annual Christmas Day Potluck For our fourth consecutive year we will be
having a potluck lunch on Christmas Day. Join us this year at the Christian Life Center
from noon-1:30pm. Table service and main dish provided. Feel free to bring a side dish or
dessert to share if you can. The CLC is located at 710 NE 36th Street in Ankeny.

Beth Moore Bible Study–Children of the Day Join this women’s study for a 9week journey with Beth Moore as she explores 1 and 2 Thessalonians. In this study, we
will face crisis, afflictions, relationships, doubts, concerns, and fears, as we find encouragement for living the Christian life now and hope for when Christ returns. This study is
DVD-based with a workbook of daily readings and reflections. We will meet on Sundays at
the CLC immediately after the 9:00am worship service beginning January 11. Contact
Jenny Neighbour to join or for information jennywof@gmail.com, 964-8690.
Alpha “Come and See” Event Mark your calendars now for the launch of a new Alpha session beginning January 11 with a “Come and See” event. At Alpha, guests are
invited to freely explore the Christian faith in a relaxed setting. Each week guests enjoy a
meal and a talk on subjects as diverse as “Who is Jesus?,” “How Can I Have Faith?” and
“How Can I Make the Most of the Rest of My Life?” It will be held in the Uptown Fellowship Hall at 5:30pm. All welcome!
New Disciple Sessions starting in January Beginning in mid-January, four different Disciple sessions will launch! Visit us on-line to register or for more information!
 Disciple 1: Mondays, beginning January 12 at 6:30pm in CLC room 103/104 led by
Pastor Scott Hibben.
 Disciple 2: Sundays, beginning January 11 at 6:30pm in Uptown room 310 led by Steve Nielson.
 Disciple 3: Mondays, beginning January 26 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Pastor Bob Ward.
 Disciple 4: Tuesdays, beginning January 13 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Glenn Hobin, Greg Saboe and Denny Brouwer.
Financial Peace University We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University (FPU) is that plan! It teaches God’s way of handling money. Through video teaching, class discussions and interactive small group activities, FPU presents biblical, practical steps to get from where you are to where you’ve dreamed you could be. This plan will
show you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely, and so
much more. Please visit our website or contact Lindsay Drake with any questions. Don’t
miss out on this life-changing class! FPU will offer two sessions this winter. (Jan. 15 CLC
room 105 from 6:30-8:00pm AND Feb. 8 Uptown room 310 from 5:00-6:30pm.)
Covenant Bible Study Several Covenant Bible Study groups will begin in January
and throughout the spring. Covenant is divided into 3 eight-week sessions where participants read and discuss the Bible together, while learning how to love God and each other
better. Sign up online or for more information, check out the Connect. Contact Lindsay
Drake at Lindsay.Drake@ankenyfumc.org for further information.

Let us help you with that New Year’s Resolution If fitness is part of your 2015
agenda, then we have your solution! Our early morning Bootcamp program offers the
perfect combination of heart pumping cardio and intense strength training. We want you
to have fun, but be prepared for some high intensity training. Our next session of
Bootcamp will run from Monday, January 5 - Friday, February 27. Bootcamp is held
Monday-Friday at 5:15am or 6:00am at the Christian Life Center. The cost for this eightweek program is $40. www.ankenyfumc.org/bootcamp.htm
Adult Volleyball League, January 15-March 5, 2015 Join us for our co-ed volleyball league on Thursday nights at the Christian Life Center. Games will be held between
7:00-9:00pm. (Depending on registration numbers, games may need to start at 6:00pm.)
Cost is $15. Childcare will be provided if needed. Sign up individually or as a team (teams
require a minimum of six players). We offer two divisions–Recreational and Competitive.
Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/volleyball.htm
ZUMBA GOLD, derived from the original ZUMBA FITNESS program, makes low-impact
modifications for beginners, active older adults, and other individuals who are looking for
a fun, high-energy workout that is friendlier to the body! Registration is $20 for this sixweek session. Our next session will run from January 8- February 12 at 10:30am. Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/zumba.htm
New Horizons Adult Day Center is looking to hire a part-time bus driver, split shift,
first at 7:30am, second at 3:00pm (M/W/F). Additionally, volunteer opportunities at New
Horizons include helping with lunch set-up and/or clean-up on W or Th. Other opportunities include helping with activities during the weekdays. Contact Vicki Engh, 965-1602.
ALTAR FLOWERS FOR 2015 The 2015 sign up chart is now displayed on the bulletin
board by the Uptown office. Sign up today to provide flowers to decorate our altar.
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center service now Available in
Ankeny Sarah McElhaney, LMFT, a licensed marriage and family therapist that works at
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center, is now seeing clients here at Ankeny First (for
12 years of age and up) on Tuesdays. She received undergraduate BA degrees in psychology and family services from the UNI and a M.S. degree in human development from
Virginia Tech. Sarah counsels children and adolescents and their families, adults,
and couples, and her areas of treatment interest include anxiety and depressive disorders, child behavioral issues, parenting and relational issues, self-image, social skills, and
couples issues. Contact Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center 515-274-4006 for information and to schedule appointments.
It’s Not too Late to Return your 2015 “Because We Believe” pledge Card!
Join the excitement of supporting our ministries in 2015 by returning your financial pledge
for next year if you haven’t done so already. It directs our church leaders in planning for
the future when they know the strength of the potential contributions! Extra pledge cards
are available at each worship site at The Connect in the gathering space.
Connect @ First Recently we launched “The Connect,” a welcome
and hospitality center at each of our worship locations. Guests will be
warmly greeted there, established members and friends will find ways
to get involved in ministries, and it will become one more way we
strive to make AFUMC a place of Christ’s welcome and discipling in
the lives of each of us. We invite new people earlier in their experience of AFUMC, as well
as established folks within the church, helping everyone become part of vital relationships
and ministry here at First. This is consistent with our mission: To be an open and inviting
community of faith through which God grows deeply committed Christians.
A big Malawi zikomo (thank you) to all who donated to, shopped at, or volunteered for the Holiday Cookie Walk last Saturday. Our congregation donated a wonderful
assortment of goodies that reflected hours of loving work, and they sold very well. The
shoppers raised over $1,000 to use for the 2015 Malawi projects. What a blessing!

YOUTH NEWS
Family Christmas Worship Service today All youth 6th-12th grade and their families are invited to the youth’s Family Christmas Worship Service on December 21 at the
Christian Life Center. Join us at 6:00pm for a meal ($3/person) and at 6:30pm for worship.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES
Bright Beginnings Preschool Open House January 11 at 9:30-11:00am at our
Uptown site—Come tour our programs for children 2-5 years old. Preschool staff and
board members will be available to answer questions you may have about the program.
AFUMC Preschool Registration for 2015-2016 Our AFUMC Preschool Registration is Tuesday, January 13! Registration is to be completed in-person at 6:00-6:30pm for
church members, and 6:30-7:00pm for community at large. No phone calls will be accepted. You will be able to register your child by the entryway to the Preschool Office for the
Parents Morning Out, five-day, two-day, three-day and Kinder-Prep programs. A $50 registration fee will be charged at the time of registration to reserve your child’s place.
Children’s Programming Our programming takes a brief break over the Christmas
holiday. Programming will start up again the first full week of January.
 Bible Adventures: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 K.U.L.E. Kids: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 Little Cherubs: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:10-4:40pm; starts Tuesday, January 13, CLC at 6:00-6:30pm
 Kids of the Kingdom: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:00-4:45pm
 Heavenly Metal: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:00-4:40pm
 Celebration Chimes: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:45-5:25pm

Uptow n Campus ~ Spirited Traditional W orship
December 21, 2014 ~ 11:00am
PRELUDE
WELCOME/WORSHIP FOCUS
*CONGREGATIONAL GREETING
*OPENING HYMN
“Joy to the World”
#246 vs. 1, 2, & 4
*GATHERING SONG “Angels We Have Heard on High” #238 1, 2, & 3
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
TIME WITH THE CHILDREN
ANTHEM I “The Little Drummer Boy” [arr. Simeone] Chancel Choir
with Youth Choir
JOYS & CONCERNS/PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/THE LORD’S PRAYER
ANTHEM II
“In the Bleak Midwinter” [arr. Moore] Chancel Choir
SCRIPTURE
Luke 2:7
SERMON
“Good Cop, Bad Cop?”
Rev. Scott Hibben
OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD
MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS
OFFERTORY
“Sweet Little Jesus Boy” [MacGimsey] Lindsay Drake
*OFFERING SONG
*HYMN OF DEDICATION
“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”
#240
*BENEDICTION
*CHORAL BENEDICTION
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (refrain)
POSTLUDE
*Please stand if you are able.
Note: Please silence all cell phones & refrain from flash photography during worship.

Sermon Reflection Questions During the coming week, we encourage you to
consider these questions in your personal prayer time or small group discussions:
1. What kind of person do you think the innkeeper was – callous and hardhearted or open
and generous?
2. How might the innkeeper be just like you in your openness to God stepping into your
busy agenda?
3. What does it look like to find even just “a little room” for God to be born in you?
At Ankeny First United Methodist Church, we are intentional in keeping our Membership
covenant to uphold the United Methodist Church by our prayers, presence, gifts, service & witness:
PRAYERS: The following are some of our joys and concerns:
Hospitals: Lutheran: Chuck Overton Taylor House: Duane Churchman
PRESENCE: The following are attendance figures from last week.
WORSHIP (The Road)40 (Sat)51 (8:30)248 (9:45)188 (11:00)217
(CLC-9:00)304 (CLC-10:45)188 (FC-9:00)55 (FC-10:30)68 Total = 1,359
SUNDAY SCHOOL (Uptown)107 (FC)10 (CLC)166 Total = 283
GIFTS: Last week’s offering for Christ’s work here and around the world:
General Budget $40,004.83 Capital Campaign $10,860.78 Missions $8,276.50 Other $1,357.09
Total Organ Donations $30,709.34
SERVICE: Today’s Worship Helpers are listed below.
Ushers: Head Ushers: Randy & Carol Miller; Pat Black, Jim Hutchinson, Paul & Karen Underhill,
Bob & Kathy Steinbach
Greeters: Cecil Rhoads & Kay Wayman, Denny & Linda Miller
Fellowship Servers: Malawi Ministry Team
Pianist: Christine Stone Sound: Paul Moss Powerpoint: Jack Lewton
Chancel Choir Director: Melody Webb Chancel Choir Accompanist: Christine Stone
Advent Candles: Nate & Michelle Lahner & family
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Merry Christmas! The entire staff at Ankeny First wishes you and yours a very Merry
Christmas. Be thankful for God’s love and blessings this Christmas season.
Uptown needs Christmas Eve Servers! With multiple worship services at Uptown
on December 23 & 24, many volunteers are needed to serve as ushers, greeters, communion stewards and candle bearers. Look for opportunities on our church website
(www.AnkenyFUMC.org), and consider sharing the gift of your time and service this
Christmas! Email Rhonda.Garcia@AnkenyFUMC.org for more information.
4th Annual Christmas Day Potluck For our fourth consecutive year we will be
having a potluck lunch on Christmas Day. Join us this year at the Christian Life Center
from noon-1:30pm. Table service and main dish provided. Feel free to bring a side dish or
dessert to share if you can. The CLC is located at 710 NE 36th Street in Ankeny.

Beth Moore Bible Study–Children of the Day Join this women’s study for a 9week journey with Beth Moore as she explores 1 and 2 Thessalonians. In this study, we
will face crisis, afflictions, relationships, doubts, concerns, and fears, as we find encouragement for living the Christian life now and hope for when Christ returns. This study is
DVD-based with a workbook of daily readings and reflections. We will meet on Sundays at
the CLC immediately after the 9:00am worship service beginning January 11. Contact
Jenny Neighbour to join or for information jennywof@gmail.com, 964-8690.
Alpha “Come and See” Event Mark your calendars now for the launch of a new Alpha session beginning January 11 with a “Come and See” event. At Alpha, guests are
invited to freely explore the Christian faith in a relaxed setting. Each week guests enjoy a
meal and a talk on subjects as diverse as “Who is Jesus?,” “How Can I Have Faith?” and
“How Can I Make the Most of the Rest of My Life?” It will be held in the Uptown Fellowship Hall at 5:30pm. All welcome!
New Disciple Sessions starting in January Beginning in mid-January, four different Disciple sessions will launch! Visit us on-line to register or for more information!
 Disciple 1: Mondays, beginning January 12 at 6:30pm in CLC room 103/104 led by
Pastor Scott Hibben.
 Disciple 2: Sundays, beginning January 11 at 6:30pm in Uptown room 310 led by Steve Nielson.
 Disciple 3: Mondays, beginning January 26 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Pastor Bob Ward.
 Disciple 4: Tuesdays, beginning January 13 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Glenn Hobin, Greg Saboe and Denny Brouwer.
Financial Peace University We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University (FPU) is that plan! It teaches God’s way of handling money. Through video teaching, class discussions and interactive small group activities, FPU presents biblical, practical steps to get from where you are to where you’ve dreamed you could be. This plan will
show you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely, and so
much more. Please visit our website or contact Lindsay Drake with any questions. Don’t
miss out on this life-changing class! FPU will offer two sessions this winter. (Jan. 15 CLC
room 105 from 6:30-8:00pm AND Feb. 8 Uptown room 310 from 5:00-6:30pm.)
Covenant Bible Study Several Covenant Bible Study groups will begin in January
and throughout the spring. Covenant is divided into 3 eight-week sessions where participants read and discuss the Bible together, while learning how to love God and each other
better. Sign up online or for more information, check out the Connect. Contact Lindsay
Drake at Lindsay.Drake@ankenyfumc.org for further information.

Let us help you with that New Year’s Resolution If fitness is part of your 2015
agenda, then we have your solution! Our early morning Bootcamp program offers the
perfect combination of heart pumping cardio and intense strength training. We want you
to have fun, but be prepared for some high intensity training. Our next session of
Bootcamp will run from Monday, January 5 - Friday, February 27. Bootcamp is held
Monday-Friday at 5:15am or 6:00am at the Christian Life Center. The cost for this eightweek program is $40. www.ankenyfumc.org/bootcamp.htm
Adult Volleyball League, January 15-March 5, 2015 Join us for our co-ed volleyball league on Thursday nights at the Christian Life Center. Games will be held between
7:00-9:00pm. (Depending on registration numbers, games may need to start at 6:00pm.)
Cost is $15. Childcare will be provided if needed. Sign up individually or as a team (teams
require a minimum of six players). We offer two divisions–Recreational and Competitive.
Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/volleyball.htm
ZUMBA GOLD, derived from the original ZUMBA FITNESS program, makes low-impact
modifications for beginners, active older adults, and other individuals who are looking for
a fun, high-energy workout that is friendlier to the body! Registration is $20 for this sixweek session. Our next session will run from January 8- February 12 at 10:30am. Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/zumba.htm
New Horizons Adult Day Center is looking to hire a part-time bus driver, split shift,
first at 7:30am, second at 3:00pm (M/W/F). Additionally, volunteer opportunities at New
Horizons include helping with lunch set-up and/or clean-up on W or Th. Other opportunities include helping with activities during the weekdays. Contact Vicki Engh, 965-1602.
ALTAR FLOWERS FOR 2015 The 2015 sign up chart is now displayed on the bulletin
board by the Uptown office. Sign up today to provide flowers to decorate our altar.
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center service now Available in
Ankeny Sarah McElhaney, LMFT, a licensed marriage and family therapist that works at
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center, is now seeing clients here at Ankeny First (for
12 years of age and up) on Tuesdays. She received undergraduate BA degrees in psychology and family services from the UNI and a M.S. degree in human development from
Virginia Tech. Sarah counsels children and adolescents and their families, adults,
and couples, and her areas of treatment interest include anxiety and depressive disorders, child behavioral issues, parenting and relational issues, self-image, social skills, and
couples issues. Contact Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center 515-274-4006 for information and to schedule appointments.
It’s Not too Late to Return your 2015 “Because We Believe” pledge Card!
Join the excitement of supporting our ministries in 2015 by returning your financial pledge
for next year if you haven’t done so already. It directs our church leaders in planning for
the future when they know the strength of the potential contributions! Extra pledge cards
are available at each worship site at The Connect in the gathering space.
Connect @ First Recently we launched “The Connect,” a welcome
and hospitality center at each of our worship locations. Guests will be
warmly greeted there, established members and friends will find ways
to get involved in ministries, and it will become one more way we
strive to make AFUMC a place of Christ’s welcome and discipling in
the lives of each of us. We invite new people earlier in their experience of AFUMC, as well
as established folks within the church, helping everyone become part of vital relationships
and ministry here at First. This is consistent with our mission: To be an open and inviting
community of faith through which God grows deeply committed Christians.
A big Malawi zikomo (thank you) to all who donated to, shopped at, or volunteered for the Holiday Cookie Walk last Saturday. Our congregation donated a wonderful
assortment of goodies that reflected hours of loving work, and they sold very well. The
shoppers raised over $1,000 to use for the 2015 Malawi projects. What a blessing!

YOUTH NEWS
Family Christmas Worship Service today All youth 6th-12th grade and their families are invited to the youth’s Family Christmas Worship Service on December 21 at the
Christian Life Center. Join us at 6:00pm for a meal ($3/person) and at 6:30pm for worship.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES
Bright Beginnings Preschool Open House January 11 at 9:30-11:00am at our
Uptown site—Come tour our programs for children 2-5 years old. Preschool staff and
board members will be available to answer questions you may have about the program.
AFUMC Preschool Registration for 2015-2016 Our AFUMC Preschool Registration is Tuesday, January 13! Registration is to be completed in-person at 6:00-6:30pm for
church members, and 6:30-7:00pm for community at large. No phone calls will be accepted. You will be able to register your child by the entryway to the Preschool Office for the
Parents Morning Out, five-day, two-day, three-day and Kinder-Prep programs. A $50 registration fee will be charged at the time of registration to reserve your child’s place.
Children’s Programming Our programming takes a brief break over the Christmas
holiday. Programming will start up again the first full week of January.
 Bible Adventures: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 K.U.L.E. Kids: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 Little Cherubs: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:10-4:40pm; starts Tuesday, January 13, CLC at 6:00-6:30pm
 Kids of the Kingdom: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:00-4:45pm
 Heavenly Metal: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:00-4:40pm
 Celebration Chimes: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:45-5:25pm

Uptow n Campus ~ Spirit Alive Blended W orship
December 20, 2014 ~ 5:00pm
ADVENT HYMN SING
WELCOME/WORSHIP FOCUS
*CONGREGATIONAL GREETING
*SING PRAISE TO GOD
“Joy to the World”
“Angels We Have Heard on High”
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
JOYS & CONCERNS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER
PRAYER SONG
“Love Came Down at Christmas”
SCRIPTURE
Luke 2:7
SERMON
“Good Cop, Bad Cop?”
Rev. Scott Hibben
OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD
MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS:
OFFERTORY
*OFFERING SONG
*PARTING MUSIC
“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”
*BLESSINGS FOR THE WEEK
Worship bags for children are available from Worship Hosts.

Note: Please silence all cell phones & refrain from flash photography during worship.

Sermon Reflection Questions During the coming week, we encourage you to
consider these questions in your personal prayer time or small group discussions:
1. What kind of person do you think the innkeeper was – callous and hardhearted or open
and generous?
2. How might the innkeeper be just like you in your openness to God stepping into your
busy agenda?
3. What does it look like to find even just “a little room” for God to be born in you?
At Ankeny First United Methodist Church, we are intentional in keeping our Membership
covenant to uphold the United Methodist Church by our prayers, presence, gifts, service & witness:
PRAYERS: The following are some of our joys and concerns:
Hospitals: Lutheran: Chuck Overton Taylor House: Duane Churchman
PRESENCE: The following are attendance figures from last week.
WORSHIP (The Road)40 (Sat)51 (8:30)248 (9:45)188 (11:00)217
(CLC-9:00)304 (CLC-10:45)188 (FC-9:00)55 (FC-10:30)68 Total = 1,359
SUNDAY SCHOOL (Uptown)107 (FC)10 (CLC)166 Total = 283
GIFTS: Last week’s offering for Christ’s work here and around the world:
General Budget $40,004.83 Capital Campaign $10,860.78 Missions $8,276.50 Other $1,357.09
Total Organ Donations $30,709.34
SERVICE: Today’s Worship Helpers are listed below.
Worship Hosts: Tom & Terri Taylor Food Hosts: Sharon Brown
Worship Team: Jan Boehm, Alicia Carlberg, Dj Swope Powerpoint: Shawn Wilkening
Advent Candles: Craig Brown & Alicia Carlberg

Opportunities for Ministry & Growth

www.AnkenyFUMC.org

NEWS TO KNOW

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADULT STUDY & CONNECTION

Merry Christmas! The entire staff at Ankeny First wishes you and yours a very Merry
Christmas. Be thankful for God’s love and blessings this Christmas season.
Uptown needs Christmas Eve Servers! With multiple worship services at Uptown
on December 23 & 24, many volunteers are needed to serve as ushers, greeters, communion stewards and candle bearers. Look for opportunities on our church website
(www.AnkenyFUMC.org), and consider sharing the gift of your time and service this
Christmas! Email Rhonda.Garcia@AnkenyFUMC.org for more information.
4th Annual Christmas Day Potluck For our fourth consecutive year we will be
having a potluck lunch on Christmas Day. Join us this year at the Christian Life Center
from noon-1:30pm. Table service and main dish provided. Feel free to bring a side dish or
dessert to share if you can. The CLC is located at 710 NE 36th Street in Ankeny.

Beth Moore Bible Study–Children of the Day Join this women’s study for a 9week journey with Beth Moore as she explores 1 and 2 Thessalonians. In this study, we
will face crisis, afflictions, relationships, doubts, concerns, and fears, as we find encouragement for living the Christian life now and hope for when Christ returns. This study is
DVD-based with a workbook of daily readings and reflections. We will meet on Sundays at
the CLC immediately after the 9:00am worship service beginning January 11. Contact
Jenny Neighbour to join or for information jennywof@gmail.com, 964-8690.
Alpha “Come and See” Event Mark your calendars now for the launch of a new Alpha session beginning January 11 with a “Come and See” event. At Alpha, guests are
invited to freely explore the Christian faith in a relaxed setting. Each week guests enjoy a
meal and a talk on subjects as diverse as “Who is Jesus?,” “How Can I Have Faith?” and
“How Can I Make the Most of the Rest of My Life?” It will be held in the Uptown Fellowship Hall at 5:30pm. All welcome!
New Disciple Sessions starting in January Beginning in mid-January, four different Disciple sessions will launch! Visit us on-line to register or for more information!
 Disciple 1: Mondays, beginning January 12 at 6:30pm in CLC room 103/104 led by
Pastor Scott Hibben.
 Disciple 2: Sundays, beginning January 11 at 6:30pm in Uptown room 310 led by Steve Nielson.
 Disciple 3: Mondays, beginning January 26 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Pastor Bob Ward.
 Disciple 4: Tuesdays, beginning January 13 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Glenn Hobin, Greg Saboe and Denny Brouwer.
Financial Peace University We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University (FPU) is that plan! It teaches God’s way of handling money. Through video teaching, class discussions and interactive small group activities, FPU presents biblical, practical steps to get from where you are to where you’ve dreamed you could be. This plan will
show you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely, and so
much more. Please visit our website or contact Lindsay Drake with any questions. Don’t
miss out on this life-changing class! FPU will offer two sessions this winter. (Jan. 15 CLC
room 105 from 6:30-8:00pm AND Feb. 8 Uptown room 310 from 5:00-6:30pm.)
Covenant Bible Study Several Covenant Bible Study groups will begin in January
and throughout the spring. Covenant is divided into 3 eight-week sessions where participants read and discuss the Bible together, while learning how to love God and each other
better. Sign up online or for more information, check out the Connect. Contact Lindsay
Drake at Lindsay.Drake@ankenyfumc.org for further information.

Let us help you with that New Year’s Resolution If fitness is part of your 2015
agenda, then we have your solution! Our early morning Bootcamp program offers the
perfect combination of heart pumping cardio and intense strength training. We want you
to have fun, but be prepared for some high intensity training. Our next session of
Bootcamp will run from Monday, January 5 - Friday, February 27. Bootcamp is held
Monday-Friday at 5:15am or 6:00am at the Christian Life Center. The cost for this eightweek program is $40. www.ankenyfumc.org/bootcamp.htm
Adult Volleyball League, January 15-March 5, 2015 Join us for our co-ed volleyball league on Thursday nights at the Christian Life Center. Games will be held between
7:00-9:00pm. (Depending on registration numbers, games may need to start at 6:00pm.)
Cost is $15. Childcare will be provided if needed. Sign up individually or as a team (teams
require a minimum of six players). We offer two divisions–Recreational and Competitive.
Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/volleyball.htm
ZUMBA GOLD, derived from the original ZUMBA FITNESS program, makes low-impact
modifications for beginners, active older adults, and other individuals who are looking for
a fun, high-energy workout that is friendlier to the body! Registration is $20 for this sixweek session. Our next session will run from January 8- February 12 at 10:30am. Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/zumba.htm
New Horizons Adult Day Center is looking to hire a part-time bus driver, split shift,
first at 7:30am, second at 3:00pm (M/W/F). Additionally, volunteer opportunities at New
Horizons include helping with lunch set-up and/or clean-up on W or Th. Other opportunities include helping with activities during the weekdays. Contact Vicki Engh, 965-1602.
ALTAR FLOWERS FOR 2015 The 2015 sign up chart is now displayed on the bulletin
board by the Uptown office. Sign up today to provide flowers to decorate our altar.
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center service now Available in
Ankeny Sarah McElhaney, LMFT, a licensed marriage and family therapist that works at
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center, is now seeing clients here at Ankeny First (for
12 years of age and up) on Tuesdays. She received undergraduate BA degrees in psychology and family services from the UNI and a M.S. degree in human development from
Virginia Tech. Sarah counsels children and adolescents and their families, adults,
and couples, and her areas of treatment interest include anxiety and depressive disorders, child behavioral issues, parenting and relational issues, self-image, social skills, and
couples issues. Contact Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center 515-274-4006 for information and to schedule appointments.
It’s Not too Late to Return your 2015 “Because We Believe” pledge Card!
Join the excitement of supporting our ministries in 2015 by returning your financial pledge
for next year if you haven’t done so already. It directs our church leaders in planning for
the future when they know the strength of the potential contributions! Extra pledge cards
are available at each worship site at The Connect in the gathering space.
Connect @ First Recently we launched “The Connect,” a welcome
and hospitality center at each of our worship locations. Guests will be
warmly greeted there, established members and friends will find ways
to get involved in ministries, and it will become one more way we
strive to make AFUMC a place of Christ’s welcome and discipling in
the lives of each of us. We invite new people earlier in their experience of AFUMC, as well
as established folks within the church, helping everyone become part of vital relationships
and ministry here at First. This is consistent with our mission: To be an open and inviting
community of faith through which God grows deeply committed Christians.
A big Malawi zikomo (thank you) to all who donated to, shopped at, or volunteered for the Holiday Cookie Walk last Saturday. Our congregation donated a wonderful
assortment of goodies that reflected hours of loving work, and they sold very well. The
shoppers raised over $1,000 to use for the 2015 Malawi projects. What a blessing!

YOUTH NEWS
Family Christmas Worship Service today All youth 6th-12th grade and their families are invited to the youth’s Family Christmas Worship Service on December 21 at the
Christian Life Center. Join us at 6:00pm for a meal ($3/person) and at 6:30pm for worship.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES
Bright Beginnings Preschool Open House January 11 at 9:30-11:00am at our
Uptown site—Come tour our programs for children 2-5 years old. Preschool staff and
board members will be available to answer questions you may have about the program.
AFUMC Preschool Registration for 2015-2016 Our AFUMC Preschool Registration is Tuesday, January 13! Registration is to be completed in-person at 6:00-6:30pm for
church members, and 6:30-7:00pm for community at large. No phone calls will be accepted. You will be able to register your child by the entryway to the Preschool Office for the
Parents Morning Out, five-day, two-day, three-day and Kinder-Prep programs. A $50 registration fee will be charged at the time of registration to reserve your child’s place.
Children’s Programming Our programming takes a brief break over the Christmas
holiday. Programming will start up again the first full week of January.
 Bible Adventures: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 K.U.L.E. Kids: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 Little Cherubs: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:10-4:40pm; starts Tuesday, January 13, CLC at 6:00-6:30pm
 Kids of the Kingdom: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:00-4:45pm
 Heavenly Metal: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:00-4:40pm
 Celebration Chimes: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:45-5:25pm

Faith Chapel ~ Traditional W orship
December 21, 2014 ~9:00am
PRELUDE
INTROIT
Bells of Faith
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
*CALL TO WORSHIP
*OPENING HYMN
“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”
#218
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
*WORDS OF PARDON AND ASSURANCE
*OUR RESPONSE
“Glory Be to the Father”
#70
*PASSING OF THE PEACE
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ~JOYS & CONCERNS
SPECIAL MUSIC
Bells of Faith
SCRIPTURE READING
Luke 2:7
SERMON
“It’s My Favorite Time of the Year”
Rev. Thom Bryant
OFFERTORY
Bells of Faith
*DOXOLOGY & PRAYER OF DEDICATION
#95
*DEDICATION HYMN
“Away In a Manger”
#217
*CLOSING BLESSING/BENEDICTION SONG
*POSTLUDE
*Please stand if you are able.
Join us for fellowship downstairs in the Fellowship Hall.

Note: Please silence all cell phones & refrain from flash photography during worship.

Sermon Reflection Questions During the coming week, you are encouraged to
consider these questions in your personal prayer time or small group discussions:
1. What is a “normal Christmas” for you?
2. What tradition do hold most dear?
3. How did your tradition become a tradition?
At Ankeny First United Methodist Church, we are intentional in keeping our Membership
covenant to uphold the United Methodist Church by our prayers, presence, gifts, service & witness:
PRAYERS: The following are some of our joys and concerns:
Hospitals: Lutheran: Chuck Overton Taylor House: Duane Churchman
PRESENCE: The following are attendance figures from last week.
WORSHIP (The Road)40 (Sat)51 (8:30)248 (9:45)188 (11:00)217
(CLC-9:00)304 (CLC-10:45)188 (FC-9:00)55 (FC-10:30)68 Total = 1,359
SUNDAY SCHOOL (Uptown)107 (FC)10 (CLC)166 Total = 283
GIFTS: Last week’s offering for Christ’s work here and around the world:
General Budget $40,004.83 Capital Campaign $10,860.78 Missions $8,276.50 Other $1,357.09
Total Organ Donations $30,709.34
SERVICE: Today’s Worship Helpers:
Audio/Video: Dean Pollpeter Keyboard: Jan Boehm Advent Candles: Arlyn & Connie Weieneth
Bells of Faith Director: Jan Boehm

Opportunities for Ministry & Growth

www.AnkenyFUMC.org

NEWS TO KNOW

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADULT STUDY & CONNECTION

Merry Christmas! The entire staff at Ankeny First wishes you and yours a very Merry
Christmas. Be thankful for God’s love and blessings this Christmas season.
Uptown needs Christmas Eve Servers! With multiple worship services at Uptown
on December 23 & 24, many volunteers are needed to serve as ushers, greeters, communion stewards and candle bearers. Look for opportunities on our church website
(www.AnkenyFUMC.org), and consider sharing the gift of your time and service this
Christmas! Email Rhonda.Garcia@AnkenyFUMC.org for more information.
4th Annual Christmas Day Potluck For our fourth consecutive year we will be
having a potluck lunch on Christmas Day. Join us this year at the Christian Life Center
from noon-1:30pm. Table service and main dish provided. Feel free to bring a side dish or
dessert to share if you can. The CLC is located at 710 NE 36th Street in Ankeny.

Beth Moore Bible Study–Children of the Day Join this women’s study for a 9week journey with Beth Moore as she explores 1 and 2 Thessalonians. In this study, we
will face crisis, afflictions, relationships, doubts, concerns, and fears, as we find encouragement for living the Christian life now and hope for when Christ returns. This study is
DVD-based with a workbook of daily readings and reflections. We will meet on Sundays at
the CLC immediately after the 9:00am worship service beginning January 11. Contact
Jenny Neighbour to join or for information jennywof@gmail.com, 964-8690.
Alpha “Come and See” Event Mark your calendars now for the launch of a new Alpha session beginning January 11 with a “Come and See” event. At Alpha, guests are
invited to freely explore the Christian faith in a relaxed setting. Each week guests enjoy a
meal and a talk on subjects as diverse as “Who is Jesus?,” “How Can I Have Faith?” and
“How Can I Make the Most of the Rest of My Life?” It will be held in the Uptown Fellowship Hall at 5:30pm. All welcome!
New Disciple Sessions starting in January Beginning in mid-January, four different Disciple sessions will launch! Visit us on-line to register or for more information!
 Disciple 1: Mondays, beginning January 12 at 6:30pm in CLC room 103/104 led by
Pastor Scott Hibben.
 Disciple 2: Sundays, beginning January 11 at 6:30pm in Uptown room 310 led by Steve Nielson.
 Disciple 3: Mondays, beginning January 26 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Pastor Bob Ward.
 Disciple 4: Tuesdays, beginning January 13 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Glenn Hobin, Greg Saboe and Denny Brouwer.
Financial Peace University We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University (FPU) is that plan! It teaches God’s way of handling money. Through video teaching, class discussions and interactive small group activities, FPU presents biblical, practical steps to get from where you are to where you’ve dreamed you could be. This plan will
show you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely, and so
much more. Please visit our website or contact Lindsay Drake with any questions. Don’t
miss out on this life-changing class! FPU will offer two sessions this winter. (Jan. 15 CLC
room 105 from 6:30-8:00pm AND Feb. 8 Uptown room 310 from 5:00-6:30pm.)
Covenant Bible Study Several Covenant Bible Study groups will begin in January
and throughout the spring. Covenant is divided into 3 eight-week sessions where participants read and discuss the Bible together, while learning how to love God and each other
better. Sign up online or for more information, check out the Connect. Contact Lindsay
Drake at Lindsay.Drake@ankenyfumc.org for further information.

Let us help you with that New Year’s Resolution If fitness is part of your 2015
agenda, then we have your solution! Our early morning Bootcamp program offers the
perfect combination of heart pumping cardio and intense strength training. We want you
to have fun, but be prepared for some high intensity training. Our next session of
Bootcamp will run from Monday, January 5 - Friday, February 27. Bootcamp is held
Monday-Friday at 5:15am or 6:00am at the Christian Life Center. The cost for this eightweek program is $40. www.ankenyfumc.org/bootcamp.htm
Adult Volleyball League, January 15-March 5, 2015 Join us for our co-ed volleyball league on Thursday nights at the Christian Life Center. Games will be held between
7:00-9:00pm. (Depending on registration numbers, games may need to start at 6:00pm.)
Cost is $15. Childcare will be provided if needed. Sign up individually or as a team (teams
require a minimum of six players). We offer two divisions–Recreational and Competitive.
Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/volleyball.htm
ZUMBA GOLD, derived from the original ZUMBA FITNESS program, makes low-impact
modifications for beginners, active older adults, and other individuals who are looking for
a fun, high-energy workout that is friendlier to the body! Registration is $20 for this sixweek session. Our next session will run from January 8- February 12 at 10:30am. Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/zumba.htm
New Horizons Adult Day Center is looking to hire a part-time bus driver, split shift,
first at 7:30am, second at 3:00pm (M/W/F). Additionally, volunteer opportunities at New
Horizons include helping with lunch set-up and/or clean-up on W or Th. Other opportunities include helping with activities during the weekdays. Contact Vicki Engh, 965-1602.
ALTAR FLOWERS FOR 2015 The 2015 sign up chart is now displayed on the bulletin
board by the Uptown office. Sign up today to provide flowers to decorate our altar.
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center service now Available in
Ankeny Sarah McElhaney, LMFT, a licensed marriage and family therapist that works at
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center, is now seeing clients here at Ankeny First (for
12 years of age and up) on Tuesdays. She received undergraduate BA degrees in psychology and family services from the UNI and a M.S. degree in human development from
Virginia Tech. Sarah counsels children and adolescents and their families, adults,
and couples, and her areas of treatment interest include anxiety and depressive disorders, child behavioral issues, parenting and relational issues, self-image, social skills, and
couples issues. Contact Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center 515-274-4006 for information and to schedule appointments.
It’s Not too Late to Return your 2015 “Because We Believe” pledge Card!
Join the excitement of supporting our ministries in 2015 by returning your financial pledge
for next year if you haven’t done so already. It directs our church leaders in planning for
the future when they know the strength of the potential contributions! Extra pledge cards
are available at each worship site at The Connect in the gathering space.
Connect @ First Recently we launched “The Connect,” a welcome
and hospitality center at each of our worship locations. Guests will be
warmly greeted there, established members and friends will find ways
to get involved in ministries, and it will become one more way we
strive to make AFUMC a place of Christ’s welcome and discipling in
the lives of each of us. We invite new people earlier in their experience of AFUMC, as well
as established folks within the church, helping everyone become part of vital relationships
and ministry here at First. This is consistent with our mission: To be an open and inviting
community of faith through which God grows deeply committed Christians.
A big Malawi zikomo (thank you) to all who donated to, shopped at, or volunteered for the Holiday Cookie Walk last Saturday. Our congregation donated a wonderful
assortment of goodies that reflected hours of loving work, and they sold very well. The
shoppers raised over $1,000 to use for the 2015 Malawi projects. What a blessing!

YOUTH NEWS
Family Christmas Worship Service today All youth 6th-12th grade and their families are invited to the youth’s Family Christmas Worship Service on December 21 at the
Christian Life Center. Join us at 6:00pm for a meal ($3/person) and at 6:30pm for worship.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES
Bright Beginnings Preschool Open House January 11 at 9:30-11:00am at our
Uptown site—Come tour our programs for children 2-5 years old. Preschool staff and
board members will be available to answer questions you may have about the program.
AFUMC Preschool Registration for 2015-2016 Our AFUMC Preschool Registration is Tuesday, January 13! Registration is to be completed in-person at 6:00-6:30pm for
church members, and 6:30-7:00pm for community at large. No phone calls will be accepted. You will be able to register your child by the entryway to the Preschool Office for the
Parents Morning Out, five-day, two-day, three-day and Kinder-Prep programs. A $50 registration fee will be charged at the time of registration to reserve your child’s place.
Children’s Programming Our programming takes a brief break over the Christmas
holiday. Programming will start up again the first full week of January.
 Bible Adventures: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 K.U.L.E. Kids: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 Little Cherubs: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:10-4:40pm; starts Tuesday, January 13, CLC at 6:00-6:30pm
 Kids of the Kingdom: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:00-4:45pm
 Heavenly Metal: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:00-4:40pm
 Celebration Chimes: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:45-5:25pm

Faith Chapel ~ Contemporary W orship
December 21, 2014 ~10:30am
WELCOME / WORSHIP FOCUS
ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
*PASS THE PEACE OF CHRIST
*PRAISE SONGS
A TIME OF PRAYER
SCRIPTURE
Luke 2:7
SERMON
“It’s My Favorite Time of the Year”
Rev. Thom Bryant
OFFERTORY
*BENEDICTION
*Please stand if you are able.

Join us for fellowship downstairs in the Fellowship Hall.
Note: Please silence all cell phones & refrain from flash photography during worship.

Sermon Reflection Questions During the coming week, you are encouraged to
consider these questions in your personal prayer time or small group discussions:
1. What is a “normal Christmas” for you?
2. What tradition do hold most dear?
3. How did your tradition become a tradition?
At Ankeny First United Methodist Church, we are intentional in keeping our Membership
covenant to uphold the United Methodist Church by our prayers, presence, gifts, service & witness:
PRAYERS: The following are some of our joys and concerns:
Hospitals: Lutheran: Chuck Overton Taylor House: Duane Churchman
PRESENCE: The following are attendance figures from last week.
WORSHIP (The Road)40 (Sat)51 (8:30)248 (9:45)188 (11:00)217
(CLC-9:00)304 (CLC-10:45)188 (FC-9:00)55 (FC-10:30)68 Total = 1,359
SUNDAY SCHOOL (Uptown)107 (FC)10 (CLC)166 Total = 283
GIFTS: Last week’s offering for Christ’s work here and around the world:
General Budget $40,004.83 Capital Campaign $10,860.78 Missions $8,276.50 Other $1,357.09
Total Organ Donations $30,709.34
SERVICE: Today’s Worship Helpers are listed below.
Audio/Visual: Dean Pollpeter Worship Team: Jan Boehm, Jay Alcorn, Julie Quick-Alcorn, Bobby Brown
Advent Candles: Deann Pair & family

Opportunities for Ministry & Growth

www.AnkenyFUMC.org

NEWS TO KNOW

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADULT STUDY & CONNECTION

Merry Christmas! The entire staff at Ankeny First wishes you and yours a very Merry
Christmas. Be thankful for God’s love and blessings this Christmas season.
Uptown needs Christmas Eve Servers! With multiple worship services at Uptown
on December 23 & 24, many volunteers are needed to serve as ushers, greeters, communion stewards and candle bearers. Look for opportunities on our church website
(www.AnkenyFUMC.org), and consider sharing the gift of your time and service this
Christmas! Email Rhonda.Garcia@AnkenyFUMC.org for more information.
4th Annual Christmas Day Potluck For our fourth consecutive year we will be
having a potluck lunch on Christmas Day. Join us this year at the Christian Life Center
from noon-1:30pm. Table service and main dish provided. Feel free to bring a side dish or
dessert to share if you can. The CLC is located at 710 NE 36th Street in Ankeny.

Beth Moore Bible Study–Children of the Day Join this women’s study for a 9week journey with Beth Moore as she explores 1 and 2 Thessalonians. In this study, we
will face crisis, afflictions, relationships, doubts, concerns, and fears, as we find encouragement for living the Christian life now and hope for when Christ returns. This study is
DVD-based with a workbook of daily readings and reflections. We will meet on Sundays at
the CLC immediately after the 9:00am worship service beginning January 11. Contact
Jenny Neighbour to join or for information jennywof@gmail.com, 964-8690.
Alpha “Come and See” Event Mark your calendars now for the launch of a new Alpha session beginning January 11 with a “Come and See” event. At Alpha, guests are
invited to freely explore the Christian faith in a relaxed setting. Each week guests enjoy a
meal and a talk on subjects as diverse as “Who is Jesus?,” “How Can I Have Faith?” and
“How Can I Make the Most of the Rest of My Life?” It will be held in the Uptown Fellowship Hall at 5:30pm. All welcome!
New Disciple Sessions starting in January Beginning in mid-January, four different Disciple sessions will launch! Visit us on-line to register or for more information!
 Disciple 1: Mondays, beginning January 12 at 6:30pm in CLC room 103/104 led by
Pastor Scott Hibben.
 Disciple 2: Sundays, beginning January 11 at 6:30pm in Uptown room 310 led by Steve Nielson.
 Disciple 3: Mondays, beginning January 26 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Pastor Bob Ward.
 Disciple 4: Tuesdays, beginning January 13 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Glenn Hobin, Greg Saboe and Denny Brouwer.
Financial Peace University We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University (FPU) is that plan! It teaches God’s way of handling money. Through video teaching, class discussions and interactive small group activities, FPU presents biblical, practical steps to get from where you are to where you’ve dreamed you could be. This plan will
show you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely, and so
much more. Please visit our website or contact Lindsay Drake with any questions. Don’t
miss out on this life-changing class! FPU will offer two sessions this winter. (Jan. 15 CLC
room 105 from 6:30-8:00pm AND Feb. 8 Uptown room 310 from 5:00-6:30pm.)
Covenant Bible Study Several Covenant Bible Study groups will begin in January
and throughout the spring. Covenant is divided into 3 eight-week sessions where participants read and discuss the Bible together, while learning how to love God and each other
better. Sign up online or for more information, check out the Connect. Contact Lindsay
Drake at Lindsay.Drake@ankenyfumc.org for further information.

Let us help you with that New Year’s Resolution If fitness is part of your 2015
agenda, then we have your solution! Our early morning Bootcamp program offers the
perfect combination of heart pumping cardio and intense strength training. We want you
to have fun, but be prepared for some high intensity training. Our next session of
Bootcamp will run from Monday, January 5 - Friday, February 27. Bootcamp is held
Monday-Friday at 5:15am or 6:00am at the Christian Life Center. The cost for this eightweek program is $40. www.ankenyfumc.org/bootcamp.htm
Adult Volleyball League, January 15-March 5, 2015 Join us for our co-ed volleyball league on Thursday nights at the Christian Life Center. Games will be held between
7:00-9:00pm. (Depending on registration numbers, games may need to start at 6:00pm.)
Cost is $15. Childcare will be provided if needed. Sign up individually or as a team (teams
require a minimum of six players). We offer two divisions–Recreational and Competitive.
Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/volleyball.htm
ZUMBA GOLD, derived from the original ZUMBA FITNESS program, makes low-impact
modifications for beginners, active older adults, and other individuals who are looking for
a fun, high-energy workout that is friendlier to the body! Registration is $20 for this sixweek session. Our next session will run from January 8- February 12 at 10:30am. Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/zumba.htm
New Horizons Adult Day Center is looking to hire a part-time bus driver, split shift,
first at 7:30am, second at 3:00pm (M/W/F). Additionally, volunteer opportunities at New
Horizons include helping with lunch set-up and/or clean-up on W or Th. Other opportunities include helping with activities during the weekdays. Contact Vicki Engh, 965-1602.
ALTAR FLOWERS FOR 2015 The 2015 sign up chart is now displayed on the bulletin
board by the Uptown office. Sign up today to provide flowers to decorate our altar.
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center service now Available in
Ankeny Sarah McElhaney, LMFT, a licensed marriage and family therapist that works at
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center, is now seeing clients here at Ankeny First (for
12 years of age and up) on Tuesdays. She received undergraduate BA degrees in psychology and family services from the UNI and a M.S. degree in human development from
Virginia Tech. Sarah counsels children and adolescents and their families, adults,
and couples, and her areas of treatment interest include anxiety and depressive disorders, child behavioral issues, parenting and relational issues, self-image, social skills, and
couples issues. Contact Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center 515-274-4006 for information and to schedule appointments.
It’s Not too Late to Return your 2015 “Because We Believe” pledge Card!
Join the excitement of supporting our ministries in 2015 by returning your financial pledge
for next year if you haven’t done so already. It directs our church leaders in planning for
the future when they know the strength of the potential contributions! Extra pledge cards
are available at each worship site at The Connect in the gathering space.
Connect @ First Recently we launched “The Connect,” a welcome
and hospitality center at each of our worship locations. Guests will be
warmly greeted there, established members and friends will find ways
to get involved in ministries, and it will become one more way we
strive to make AFUMC a place of Christ’s welcome and discipling in
the lives of each of us. We invite new people earlier in their experience of AFUMC, as well
as established folks within the church, helping everyone become part of vital relationships
and ministry here at First. This is consistent with our mission: To be an open and inviting
community of faith through which God grows deeply committed Christians.
A big Malawi zikomo (thank you) to all who donated to, shopped at, or volunteered for the Holiday Cookie Walk last Saturday. Our congregation donated a wonderful
assortment of goodies that reflected hours of loving work, and they sold very well. The
shoppers raised over $1,000 to use for the 2015 Malawi projects. What a blessing!

YOUTH NEWS
Family Christmas Worship Service today All youth 6th-12th grade and their families are invited to the youth’s Family Christmas Worship Service on December 21 at the
Christian Life Center. Join us at 6:00pm for a meal ($3/person) and at 6:30pm for worship.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES
Bright Beginnings Preschool Open House January 11 at 9:30-11:00am at our
Uptown site—Come tour our programs for children 2-5 years old. Preschool staff and
board members will be available to answer questions you may have about the program.
AFUMC Preschool Registration for 2015-2016 Our AFUMC Preschool Registration is Tuesday, January 13! Registration is to be completed in-person at 6:00-6:30pm for
church members, and 6:30-7:00pm for community at large. No phone calls will be accepted. You will be able to register your child by the entryway to the Preschool Office for the
Parents Morning Out, five-day, two-day, three-day and Kinder-Prep programs. A $50 registration fee will be charged at the time of registration to reserve your child’s place.
Children’s Programming Our programming takes a brief break over the Christmas
holiday. Programming will start up again the first full week of January.
 Bible Adventures: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 K.U.L.E. Kids: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 Little Cherubs: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:10-4:40pm; starts Tuesday, January 13, CLC at 6:00-6:30pm
 Kids of the Kingdom: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:00-4:45pm
 Heavenly Metal: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:00-4:40pm
 Celebration Chimes: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:45-5:25pm

