Welcome!
Welcome to our Guests! We’re happy you are worshiping with us today and
pray you will experience the love of Christ through our church. Each week we invite
everyone to sign the Friendship Pads as one way to get better acquainted. To learn
more about our church, pick up a copy of our newsletter, in-Site(s), available at each
worship site or visit our website–www.AnkenyFUMC.org.
Especially for Children Children are always welcome in worship, and “Worship
Bags” with children’s activities are available for them to use. Quality childcare is provided on Sunday mornings for infants and toddlers, as well as Sunday School for children ages 3 and up. Just ask an usher for assistance in finding the nursery or Sunday
School rooms. A “Wee Care” Room is located in the balcony of the Uptown Sanctuary,
so little ones can play while parents watch and listen to worship.
Soul Food Café All are invited to our informal meal Wednesday evenings during
the school year between 5:00-6:30pm in our Uptown Fellowship Hall. Cost: $3 per
person ($10 per family). NO reservations needed! Check the church website to see
what’s on the menu this week under “Groups & Study”. Resumes January 7!
Special Needs At our Uptown location, large print hymnals and bulletins and wireless hearing aids are available–ask an usher for assistance.
Fellowship You are all invited to Fellowship Time! Uptown: Between the three
Sunday services in Fellowship Hall. Faith Chapel: After both services in Fellowship
Hall. Christian Life Center: Between both services. Spirit Alive: Before worship.
FOR THOSE WHO GIVE ELECTRONICALLY If you make your church contributions on-line, but still find it meaningful to put something in the offering
plate, you will find a small basket of cards at each worship site which say, “I
give electronically.” Pick one up weekly and put it in the offering plate. To
donate from your smart phone, use the mobile version of our online giving page at any
time. Simply scan the image you see here using your phone’s QR code reader.
We’re glad you worshipped with us today!
Join us next week as we explore the following sermon: “Now What?”

Uptown Saturday & Sunday: Rev. Scott Hibben
Christian Life Center: Rev. Thom Bryant
Faith Chapel: Rev. Dick Pfaltzgraff

Featured Information for this week
Winter Worship Series
Will Faith Matter?—The Acts of Disciples
In a world of increasing “nones” and “dones” where it seems like people are giving
up on faith, we ask the question, “Will Faith Matter?” Join us in this probing worship series reflecting the first six months Pastors Scott and Angie have been here
at Ankeny First, as they have listened to those in our church, to our community,
and to God. We will follow the Book of Acts as we address our mission and vision,
outreach, ways we can live out biblical hospitality and deepening discipleship and
face the tough issues and unique opportunities God is leading us to. It all starts
January 4.
specially designed for busy individuals and
families who either missed weekend worship
and/or need a mid-week “pick-me-up”—
including meals, worship, and small groups for
all ages on Wednesday nights starting January 14!
ALL NEW at the Christian Life Center (710 NE 36th
Street): 5:00-6:15pm—Come-as-you-are supper; 6:15-6:45pm—Casual worship;
6:45-7:30 Small groups for all ages to follow.
At Uptown (206 SW Walnut St.): 5:00-6:30pm—Soul Food Café evening meal for
everyone; 6:15-7:30pm—“Tough Questions” Pastor’s Bible Study; Adult Choir &
Music Groups, PLUS Bible Adventure, K.U.L.E. Kids and music groups for children and youth. See the church website for more details: www.AnkenyFUMC.org.

E

Happy New Year!
Ankeny First would like to extend a blessed New Year to each and every one of
you! May God spread peace and joy into your life.

W ORSHIP SERVICES

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Uptown: 206 SW Walnut St ~ 964-4249
Saturdays 5:00pm ~ Blended
Sundays 8:30am ~ Traditional
9:45am ~ Contemporary
11:00am ~ Spirited Traditional
Christian Life Center: 710 NE 36th St ~ 289-9153
Saturdays 7:15pm ~ “The Road”
Sundays 9:00am & 10:45am ~ Contemporary
Faith Chapel: 7384 NW 16th St ~ 289-2171
Sundays 9:00am ~ Traditional
10:30am ~ Contemporary

Uptown: 9:45 & 11:00am
~ 3yr old –7th grade
Christian Life Center:
9:00am & 10:45am
~ 3yr old –7th grade
Faith Chapel:
10:30am ~ 3yr old-3rd grade

Ankeny First United
Methodist Church

Nursery available at all
Sunday services.

Ministers: All God’s People
Lead Pastor: Scott Hibben
Administrative Pastor: Angie Loomis
Associate Pastors, Faith Chapel: Thom Bryant, Dick Pfaltzgraff
Associate Pastor, CLC: John Wagner
Associate Pastors, Thrive UMC: Jeremy Poland, Jen Hibben
Director of Worship Ministry: Jan Boehm
Director of Children & Family Ministries: Pat Crownover
Director of Youth Ministry: Rick Webb
Associate Director of Youth Ministry: Theresa Bargfrede
Director of Small Group Ministry: Lindsay Drake
Director of Care & Connection Ministry: Jacque Coulson
Director of Sports Ministry: Traci Schermerhorn
Minister of Visitation: Charles Tefft
Email staff at: firstname.lastname@AnkenyFUMC.org

Deadlines: Bulletin

Tuesdays 5:00pm; Jan 15 Newsletter

Jan 1

FOR A COMPLETE LISTING OF AFUMC EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES:
Pick up a weekly calendar at any worship location (ask an usher for assistance)
or go to our website: www.AnkenyFUMC.org.
Al-Anon
Mondays, 7:00pm, Upt Rm 314
AA
Wednesdays, 8:00pm, Upt Rm 314
Fridays, 6:00pm, Upt Rm 314
Saturdays, 6:30pm, Upt Rm 314
Wednesdays, 6:00pm, CLC Rms 103-104
Contact Gene & Marilyn Sewell
(964-0041) with questions.

Ankeny First United
Methodist Church is a
Stephen Ministry
Congregation.
Bright Beginnings Preschool
Any questions, please contact
Missy Starr: 229-0667

Real. Life. Change. Saturdays at the Christian Life Center. 6:00pm pizza and salad supper; 7:15pm worship;
8:00pm Recovery Group breakout. While this ministry and
worship focuses on those recovering from addictions,
friends and family members of those recovering, and those having trouble meeting life
on life’s terms, it is open to all. The Road’s 24 hour contact number, 515-777-8333, is
“always on” and we are here to help.

3 Locations ~ 9 Worship Services
1 Congregation United in Christ!
Uptown Campus ~ Faith Chapel ~ Christian Life Center
www.AnkenyFUMC.org
AnkenyFUMC@AnkenyFUMC.org

UPTOWN CAMPUS: 206 SW Walnut Street
FAITH CHAPEL: 7384 NW 16th Street
CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER: 710 NE 36th Street
Our Mission:
To be an open and inviting community of faith through
which God grows deeply committed Christians.
Our Vision:
INVITE people into Christ’s Body.
INSPIRE them to become more like Jesus.
IMPROVE the lives of those in need.

December 28, 2014

Uptow n Campus ~ Traditional W orship
December 28, 2014 ~ 8:30am
PRELUDE
WELCOME/WORSHIP FOCUS
*CONGREGATIONAL GREETING
*CALL TO WORSHIP
Lay Liturgist Melody Webb
*OPENING HYMN
“We Three Kings”
#254
*OPENING PRAYER: God of kings and rulers, paupers and peasants, shine
upon your people with wisdom and truth. As the wise men opened their treasure
chests to the infant Jesus and his family, open our hearts this day, that we may
bask in your radiance and worship in the presence of your compassion and love.
Amen.
*WORDS OF PARDON & ASSURANCE
TIME WITH THE CHILDREN
ANTHEM
“One King”
[Borders/Alexander]
Paul Moss
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/THE LORD’S PRAYER
PRAYER SONG
“What Child Is This?”
#219
SCRIPTURE
Matthew 2:1-12
SERMON
“Are We There Yet?”
Rev. Angie Loomis
OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD
MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS
OFFERTORY
*OFFERING SONG/*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*HYMN OF DEDICATION
“The First Noel”
#245 vs. 1, 2, 3, 5
*BENEDICTION
*CHORAL BENEDICTION
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (refrain)
POSTLUDE
*Please stand if you are able.
Note: Please silence all cell phones & refrain from flash photography during worship.

Sermon Reflection Questions During the coming week, we encourage you to
consider these questions in your personal prayer time or small group discussions:
1. Christmas has come and gone. Now what?
2. The Wise Men came late to the party. Who in our time is late for the party and what
gifts do they bring to us?
3. What will be your New Year’s resolution related to being a disciple of Jesus Christ?

At Ankeny First United Methodist Church, we are intentional in keeping our Membership
covenant to uphold the United Methodist Church by our prayers, presence, gifts, service & witness:
PRAYERS: The following are some of our joys and concerns:
Hospitals: Lutheran: Chuck Overton Discharged: Tara Porche, Julie Renner
Sympathy to: ♦ Charlie Brinkmeyer on the death of his father Paul “Hans,” on Dec. 12. ♦ Kathy Weatherwax
and Kara McGarvey on the death of their mother/grandmother, on Dec. 18. ♦ Darlene Churchman on the death
of her husband, Rev. Duane Churchman on Dec. 19. ♦ Deb Briggs on the death of her father, Mervin Busch,
on December 20. ♦ Gareme Doyle on the death of his mother Fran Doyle, on Dec. 20.
PRESENCE: The following are attendance figures from last week.
WORSHIP (The Road)41 (Sat)38 (8:30)204 (9:45)171 (11:00)193
(CLC-9:00)262 (CLC-10:45)161 (FC-9:00)59 (FC-10:30)30 Total = 1,159
SUNDAY SCHOOL (Uptown)92 (FC)3 (CLC)117 Total = 212
GIFTS: Last week’s offering for Christ’s work here and around the world:
General Budget $67,065.05 Capital Campaign $14,170.80 Missions $6,258.87 Other $4,127.80
Total Organ Donations $34,279.34
December Food Pantry: 362 (food items) 82 (diapers) 171 (personal care items) Nov. donations $3,676.50
SERVICE: Today’s Worship Helpers are listed below.
Ushers: Head Ushers: John & Dorothy Barnhart; Veda & Terry Bergeson, Marvin Hastings, Ken Kise
Greeters: Bob & Mary Ann Scott, Bill & Betty Miller
Pianist: Mark Shultz Sound: Del Piittmann Powerpoint: Riley Cullen
Fellowship Servers: Christian Care Cluster

Opportunities for Ministry & Growth
NEWS TO KNOW
ALTAR FLOWERS FOR 2015 The 2015 sign up chart is now displayed on the bulletin
board by the Uptown office. Sign up today to provide flowers to decorate our altar.
Your Financial Giving We have only a few short days to financially finish the year in
the black, with a significant amount to make up. THANK YOU to each and every one for
all your support that helps our church reach the lives that it does, in the way it does, with
Jesus Christ.
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center service now Available in
Ankeny Sarah McElhaney, LMFT, a licensed marriage and family therapist that works at
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center, is now seeing clients here at Ankeny First (for
12 years of age and up) on Tuesdays. Sarah counsels children and adolescents and their
families, adults, and couples, and her areas of treatment interest include anxiety and depressive disorders, child behavioral issues, parenting and relational issues, self-image,
social skills, and couples issues. Contact Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center 515274-4006 for information and to schedule appointments.
Let us help you with that New Year’s Resolution If fitness is part of your 2015
agenda, then we have your solution! Our early morning Bootcamp program offers the
perfect combination of heart pumping cardio and intense strength training. We want you
to have fun, but be prepared for some high intensity training. Our next session of
Bootcamp will run from Monday, January 5 - Friday, February 27. Bootcamp is held
Monday-Friday at 5:15am or 6:00am at the Christian Life Center. The cost for this eightweek program is $40. www.ankenyfumc.org/bootcamp.htm
Adult Volleyball League, January 15-March 5, 2015 Join us for our co-ed volleyball league on Thursday nights at the Christian Life Center. Games will be held between
7:00-9:00pm. (Depending on registration numbers, games may need to start at 6:00pm.)
Cost is $15. Childcare will be provided if needed. Sign up individually or as a team (teams
require a minimum of six players). We offer two divisions–Recreational and Competitive.
Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/volleyball.htm
ZUMBA GOLD, derived from the original ZUMBA FITNESS program, makes low-impact
modifications for beginners, active older adults, and other individuals who are looking for
a fun, high-energy workout that is friendlier to the body! Registration is $20 for this sixweek session. Our next session will run from January 8- February 12 at 10:30am. Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/zumba.htm
It’s Not too Late to Return your 2015 “Because We Believe” pledge Card!
Join the excitement of supporting our ministries in 2015 by returning your financial pledge
for next year if you haven’t done so already. It directs our church leaders in planning for
the future when they know the strength of the potential contributions! Extra pledge cards
are available at each worship site at The Connect in the gathering space.
Connect @ First Recently we launched “The Connect,” a welcome and hospitality center at each of our worship locations. This is a place to learn more about the many programs and ministries going on in this church, or to find some help about where a classroom is! Whether you are brand new guest or a long-time member, this is your first stop to
find Ankeny First information. See you at the Connect!

MISSION & OUTREACH
Calling all who are available to work at Bidwell-Riverside Our next
workday is Tuesday, December 30. This invitation is for young and old, men and women.
We meet to carpool at 9:00am in the north uptown parking lot, then return by 1:00pm. This
is a great opportunity to involve your family in a meaningful and giving activity.
In-Gathering School Bag Cutting Day Our first cutting day will be January 19,
from 1:00-3:00pm in the Uptown Family Center. Mark your calendars now!
The Family Christmas Project was a blessing to 57 families and 195 children. Over
$6,800 worth of donations went to give these families a special Christmas.
UM Student Day Today we are promoting awareness of the role of United Methodist
higher education in helping students as they prepare for life by uniting faith with
knowledge. You will find an offering envelope in your bulletin today to make a donation.

YOUTH NEWS
Fusion and The Gathering will not meet tonight, December 28. But join us next
week on January 4 from 5:00-8:15pm at the Christian Life Center for a New Year’s KickOff Party! This will be a night of fun and fellowship to start the New Year. There will be
pizza for supper and a variety of activities including inflatables, games and devotion. We
hope to see you there!

www.AnkenyFUMC.org

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADULT STUDY & CONNECTION
Beth Moore Bible Study–Children of the Day Join this women’s study for a 9week journey with Beth Moore as she explores 1 and 2 Thessalonians. In this study, we
will face crisis, afflictions, relationships, doubts, concerns, and fears, as we find encouragement for living the Christian life now and hope for when Christ returns. This study is
DVD-based with a workbook of daily readings and reflections. We will meet on Sundays at
the CLC immediately after the 9:00am worship service beginning January 11. Contact
Jenny Neighbour to join or for information jennywof@gmail.com, 964-8690.
Alpha “Come and See” Event Mark your calendars now for the launch of a new Alpha session beginning January 11 with a “Come and See” event. At Alpha, guests are
invited to freely explore the Christian faith in a relaxed setting. Each week guests enjoy a
meal and a talk on subjects as diverse as “Who is Jesus?,” “How Can I Have Faith?” and
“How Can I Make the Most of the Rest of My Life?” It will be held in the Uptown Fellowship Hall at 5:30pm. All welcome!
New Disciple Sessions starting in January Beginning in mid-January, four different Disciple sessions will launch! Visit us on-line to register or for more information!
 Disciple 1: Mondays, beginning January 12 at 6:30pm in CLC room 103/104 led by
Pastor Scott Hibben.
 Disciple 2: Sundays, beginning January 11 at 6:30pm in Uptown room 310 led by Steve Nielsen.
 Disciple 3: Mondays, beginning January 26 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Pastor Bob Ward.
 Disciple 4: Tuesdays, beginning January 13 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Greg Saboe and Denny Brouwer.
Financial Peace University We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University (FPU) is that plan! It teaches God’s way of handling money. Through video teaching, class discussions and interactive small group activities, FPU presents biblical, practical steps to get from where you are to where you’ve dreamed you could be. This plan will
show you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely, and so
much more. Please visit our website or contact Lindsay Drake with any questions. Don’t
miss out on this life-changing class! FPU will offer two sessions this winter. (Jan. 15 CLC
room 105 from 6:30-8:00pm AND Feb. 8 Uptown Lounge from 5:00-6:30pm.)
Covenant Bible Study Three new Covenant Bible Study groups will begin this winter.
Covenant is divided into 3 eight-week sessions where participants read and discuss the
Bible together, while learning how to love God and each other better. Sign up online or for
more information check out the Connect. Contact Lindsay Drake at Lindsay.Drake@AnkenyFUMC.org for further information.
Small Group Study begins January 4 In Vanishing Grace, Phillip Yancey shows
the desperate need our world has for grace, and how Christians can truly make the gospel
good news again. You are invited to join this video-based small group study, where you
will explore what kind of news is good to a culture that thinks it has rejected the Christian
version. Begins January 4 at 9:45am in Uptown room 310. No need to register.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES
Bright Beginnings Preschool Open House January 11 at 9:30-11:00am at our
Uptown site—Come tour our programs for children 2-5 years old. Preschool staff and
board members will be available to answer questions you may have about the program.
AFUMC Preschool Registration for 2015-2016 Our AFUMC Preschool Registration is Tuesday, January 13! Registration is to be completed in-person at 6:00-6:30pm for
church members, and 6:30-7:00pm for community at large. No phone calls will be accepted. You will be able to register your child by the entryway to the Preschool Office for the
Parents Morning Out, five-day, two-day, three-day and Kinder-Prep programs. A $50 registration fee will be charged at the time of registration to reserve your child’s place.
Children’s Programming Our programming takes a brief break over the Christmas
holiday. Programming will start up again the first full week of January.
 Bible Adventures: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 K.U.L.E. Kids: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 Little Cherubs: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:10-4:40pm; starts Tuesday, January 13, CLC at 6:00-6:30pm
 Kids of the Kingdom: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:00-4:45pm
 Celebration Chimes: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:45-5:25pm

Uptow n Campus ~ Contemporary W orship
December 28, 2014 ~ 9:45am
GATHERING SONG
WELCOME /WORSHIP FOCUS
*CONGREGATIONAL GREETING
*PRAISE SONGS
CHILDREN’S TIME
PRAYER TIME/PRAYER SONG
SCRIPTURE
Matthew 2:1-12
SERMON
“Are We There Yet?”
Rev. Angie Loomis
OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD
MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS:
OFFERTORY
“One King” [Borders/Alexander] Paul Moss
*BENEDICTION SONG
*Please stand if you are able.
Note: Please silence all cell phones & refrain from flash photography during worship.
Sermon Reflection Questions During the coming week, we encourage you to
consider these questions in your personal prayer time or small group discussions:
1. Christmas has come and gone. Now what?
2. The Wise Men came late to the party. Who in our time is late for the party and what
gifts do they bring to us?
3. What will be your New Year’s resolution related to being a disciple of Jesus Christ?

At Ankeny First United Methodist Church, we are intentional in keeping our Membership
covenant to uphold the United Methodist Church by our prayers, presence, gifts, service & witness:
PRAYERS: The following are some of our joys and concerns:
Hospitals: Lutheran: Chuck Overton Discharged: Tara Porche, Julie Renner
Sympathy to: ♦ Charlie Brinkmeyer on the death of his father Paul “Hans,” on Dec. 12. ♦ Kathy Weatherwax
and Kara McGarvey on the death of their mother/grandmother, on Dec. 18. ♦ Darlene Churchman on the death
of her husband, Rev. Duane Churchman on Dec. 19. ♦ Deb Briggs on the death of her father, Mervin Busch,
on December 20. ♦ Gareme Doyle on the death of his mother Fran Doyle, on Dec. 20.
PRESENCE: The following are attendance figures from last week.
WORSHIP (The Road)41 (Sat)38 (8:30)204 (9:45)171 (11:00)193
(CLC-9:00)262 (CLC-10:45)161 (FC-9:00)59 (FC-10:30)30 Total = 1,159
SUNDAY SCHOOL (Uptown)92 (FC)3 (CLC)117 Total = 212
GIFTS: Last week’s offering for Christ’s work here and around the world:
General Budget $67,065.05 Capital Campaign $14,170.80 Missions $6,258.87 Other $4,127.80
Total Organ Donations $34,279.34
December Food Pantry: 362 (food items) 82 (diapers) 171 (personal care items) Nov. donations $3,676.50
SERVICE: Today’s Worship Helpers are listed below.
Ushers: Head Ushers: Jon Vandervort, Rod Sharar Greeters: Dennis & Linda Miller, Gary & Nancy Langwith
Sound: Paul Moss Powerpoint: Angi Moss Worship Team: Praiseworthy
Fellowship Servers: Christian Care Cluster

Opportunities for Ministry & Growth
NEWS TO KNOW
ALTAR FLOWERS FOR 2015 The 2015 sign up chart is now displayed on the bulletin
board by the Uptown office. Sign up today to provide flowers to decorate our altar.
Your Financial Giving We have only a few short days to financially finish the year in
the black, with a significant amount to make up. THANK YOU to each and every one for
all your support that helps our church reach the lives that it does, in the way it does, with
Jesus Christ.
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center service now Available in
Ankeny Sarah McElhaney, LMFT, a licensed marriage and family therapist that works at
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center, is now seeing clients here at Ankeny First (for
12 years of age and up) on Tuesdays. Sarah counsels children and adolescents and their
families, adults, and couples, and her areas of treatment interest include anxiety and depressive disorders, child behavioral issues, parenting and relational issues, self-image,
social skills, and couples issues. Contact Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center 515274-4006 for information and to schedule appointments.
Let us help you with that New Year’s Resolution If fitness is part of your 2015
agenda, then we have your solution! Our early morning Bootcamp program offers the
perfect combination of heart pumping cardio and intense strength training. We want you
to have fun, but be prepared for some high intensity training. Our next session of
Bootcamp will run from Monday, January 5 - Friday, February 27. Bootcamp is held
Monday-Friday at 5:15am or 6:00am at the Christian Life Center. The cost for this eightweek program is $40. www.ankenyfumc.org/bootcamp.htm
Adult Volleyball League, January 15-March 5, 2015 Join us for our co-ed volleyball league on Thursday nights at the Christian Life Center. Games will be held between
7:00-9:00pm. (Depending on registration numbers, games may need to start at 6:00pm.)
Cost is $15. Childcare will be provided if needed. Sign up individually or as a team (teams
require a minimum of six players). We offer two divisions–Recreational and Competitive.
Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/volleyball.htm
ZUMBA GOLD, derived from the original ZUMBA FITNESS program, makes low-impact
modifications for beginners, active older adults, and other individuals who are looking for
a fun, high-energy workout that is friendlier to the body! Registration is $20 for this sixweek session. Our next session will run from January 8- February 12 at 10:30am. Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/zumba.htm
It’s Not too Late to Return your 2015 “Because We Believe” pledge Card!
Join the excitement of supporting our ministries in 2015 by returning your financial pledge
for next year if you haven’t done so already. It directs our church leaders in planning for
the future when they know the strength of the potential contributions! Extra pledge cards
are available at each worship site at The Connect in the gathering space.
Connect @ First Recently we launched “The Connect,” a welcome and hospitality center at each of our worship locations. This is a place to learn more about the many programs and ministries going on in this church, or to find some help about where a classroom is! Whether you are brand new guest or a long-time member, this is your first stop to
find Ankeny First information. See you at the Connect!

MISSION & OUTREACH
Calling all who are available to work at Bidwell-Riverside Our next
workday is Tuesday, December 30. This invitation is for young and old, men and women.
We meet to carpool at 9:00am in the north uptown parking lot, then return by 1:00pm. This
is a great opportunity to involve your family in a meaningful and giving activity.
In-Gathering School Bag Cutting Day Our first cutting day will be January 19,
from 1:00-3:00pm in the Uptown Family Center. Mark your calendars now!
The Family Christmas Project was a blessing to 57 families and 195 children. Over
$6,800 worth of donations went to give these families a special Christmas.
UM Student Day Today we are promoting awareness of the role of United Methodist
higher education in helping students as they prepare for life by uniting faith with
knowledge. You will find an offering envelope in your bulletin today to make a donation.

YOUTH NEWS
Fusion and The Gathering will not meet tonight, December 28. But join us next
week on January 4 from 5:00-8:15pm at the Christian Life Center for a New Year’s KickOff Party! This will be a night of fun and fellowship to start the New Year. There will be
pizza for supper and a variety of activities including inflatables, games and devotion. We
hope to see you there!

www.AnkenyFUMC.org

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADULT STUDY & CONNECTION
Beth Moore Bible Study–Children of the Day Join this women’s study for a 9week journey with Beth Moore as she explores 1 and 2 Thessalonians. In this study, we
will face crisis, afflictions, relationships, doubts, concerns, and fears, as we find encouragement for living the Christian life now and hope for when Christ returns. This study is
DVD-based with a workbook of daily readings and reflections. We will meet on Sundays at
the CLC immediately after the 9:00am worship service beginning January 11. Contact
Jenny Neighbour to join or for information jennywof@gmail.com, 964-8690.
Alpha “Come and See” Event Mark your calendars now for the launch of a new Alpha session beginning January 11 with a “Come and See” event. At Alpha, guests are
invited to freely explore the Christian faith in a relaxed setting. Each week guests enjoy a
meal and a talk on subjects as diverse as “Who is Jesus?,” “How Can I Have Faith?” and
“How Can I Make the Most of the Rest of My Life?” It will be held in the Uptown Fellowship Hall at 5:30pm. All welcome!
New Disciple Sessions starting in January Beginning in mid-January, four different Disciple sessions will launch! Visit us on-line to register or for more information!
 Disciple 1: Mondays, beginning January 12 at 6:30pm in CLC room 103/104 led by
Pastor Scott Hibben.
 Disciple 2: Sundays, beginning January 11 at 6:30pm in Uptown room 310 led by Steve Nielsen.
 Disciple 3: Mondays, beginning January 26 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Pastor Bob Ward.
 Disciple 4: Tuesdays, beginning January 13 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Greg Saboe and Denny Brouwer.
Financial Peace University We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University (FPU) is that plan! It teaches God’s way of handling money. Through video teaching, class discussions and interactive small group activities, FPU presents biblical, practical steps to get from where you are to where you’ve dreamed you could be. This plan will
show you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely, and so
much more. Please visit our website or contact Lindsay Drake with any questions. Don’t
miss out on this life-changing class! FPU will offer two sessions this winter. (Jan. 15 CLC
room 105 from 6:30-8:00pm AND Feb. 8 Uptown Lounge from 5:00-6:30pm.)
Covenant Bible Study Three new Covenant Bible Study groups will begin this winter.
Covenant is divided into 3 eight-week sessions where participants read and discuss the
Bible together, while learning how to love God and each other better. Sign up online or for
more information check out the Connect. Contact Lindsay Drake at Lindsay.Drake@AnkenyFUMC.org for further information.
Small Group Study begins January 4 In Vanishing Grace, Phillip Yancey shows
the desperate need our world has for grace, and how Christians can truly make the gospel
good news again. You are invited to join this video-based small group study, where you
will explore what kind of news is good to a culture that thinks it has rejected the Christian
version. Begins January 4 at 9:45am in Uptown room 310. No need to register.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES
Bright Beginnings Preschool Open House January 11 at 9:30-11:00am at our
Uptown site—Come tour our programs for children 2-5 years old. Preschool staff and
board members will be available to answer questions you may have about the program.
AFUMC Preschool Registration for 2015-2016 Our AFUMC Preschool Registration is Tuesday, January 13! Registration is to be completed in-person at 6:00-6:30pm for
church members, and 6:30-7:00pm for community at large. No phone calls will be accepted. You will be able to register your child by the entryway to the Preschool Office for the
Parents Morning Out, five-day, two-day, three-day and Kinder-Prep programs. A $50 registration fee will be charged at the time of registration to reserve your child’s place.
Children’s Programming Our programming takes a brief break over the Christmas
holiday. Programming will start up again the first full week of January.
 Bible Adventures: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 K.U.L.E. Kids: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 Little Cherubs: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:10-4:40pm; starts Tuesday, January 13, CLC at 6:00-6:30pm
 Kids of the Kingdom: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:00-4:45pm
 Celebration Chimes: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:45-5:25pm

Christian Life Center ~ Contemporary W orship
December 28, 2014 ~ 9:00am & 10:45am
*PRAISE
PRAYER
CHILDREN’S TIME
SCRIPTURE
Matthew 2:1-12
SERMON
“Trespassing AFTER the Party”
Rev. John Wagner
OFFERING OF OURSELVES
*CLOSING SONG
*Please stand if you are able.

Note: Please silence all cell phones & refrain from flash photography during worship.

CLC Hospitality Help Needed! We are in need of more volunteers to bake/bring
cookies on Sunday mornings for the CLC Hospitality time. If you are willing to bake/bring
cookies one Sunday per month, please call the office or email Sherry Denner at
fourdenners@gmail.com.

Sermon Reflection Questions During the coming week, we encourage you to
consider these questions in your personal prayer time or small group discussions:
1. What would it feel like to wish someone a “Merry Christmas” once the holiday has
past?
2. What response do you hear required of you in response to the story of the wisemen?
3. Where is God sleeping/playing/growing in your life today?
At Ankeny First United Methodist Church, we are intentional in keeping our Membership
covenant to uphold the United Methodist Church by our prayers, presence, gifts, service & witness:
PRAYERS: The following are some of our joys and concerns:
Hospitals: Lutheran: Chuck Overton Discharged: Tara Porche, Julie Renner
Sympathy to: ♦ Charlie Brinkmeyer on the death of his father Paul “Hans,” on Dec. 12. ♦ Kathy Weatherwax
and Kara McGarvey on the death of their mother/grandmother, on Dec. 18. ♦ Darlene Churchman on the death
of her husband, Rev. Duane Churchman on Dec. 19. ♦ Deb Briggs on the death of her father, Mervin Busch,
on December 20. ♦ Gareme Doyle on the death of his mother Fran Doyle, on Dec. 20.
PRESENCE: The following are attendance figures from last week.
WORSHIP (The Road)41 (Sat)38 (8:30)204 (9:45)171 (11:00)193
(CLC-9:00)262 (CLC-10:45)161 (FC-9:00)59 (FC-10:30)30 Total = 1,159
SUNDAY SCHOOL (Uptown)92 (FC)3 (CLC)117 Total = 212
GIFTS: Last week’s offering for Christ’s work here and around the world:
General Budget $67,065.05 Capital Campaign $14,170.80 Missions $6,258.87 Other $4,127.80
Total Organ Donations $34,279.34
December Food Pantry: 362 (food items) 82 (diapers) 171 (personal care items) Nov. donations $3,676.50

Sermon Notes:

Opportunities for Ministry & Growth
NEWS TO KNOW
ALTAR FLOWERS FOR 2015 The 2015 sign up chart is now displayed on the bulletin
board by the Uptown office. Sign up today to provide flowers to decorate our altar.
Your Financial Giving We have only a few short days to financially finish the year in
the black, with a significant amount to make up. THANK YOU to each and every one for
all your support that helps our church reach the lives that it does, in the way it does, with
Jesus Christ.
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center service now Available in
Ankeny Sarah McElhaney, LMFT, a licensed marriage and family therapist that works at
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center, is now seeing clients here at Ankeny First (for
12 years of age and up) on Tuesdays. Sarah counsels children and adolescents and their
families, adults, and couples, and her areas of treatment interest include anxiety and depressive disorders, child behavioral issues, parenting and relational issues, self-image,
social skills, and couples issues. Contact Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center 515274-4006 for information and to schedule appointments.
Let us help you with that New Year’s Resolution If fitness is part of your 2015
agenda, then we have your solution! Our early morning Bootcamp program offers the
perfect combination of heart pumping cardio and intense strength training. We want you
to have fun, but be prepared for some high intensity training. Our next session of
Bootcamp will run from Monday, January 5 - Friday, February 27. Bootcamp is held
Monday-Friday at 5:15am or 6:00am at the Christian Life Center. The cost for this eightweek program is $40. www.ankenyfumc.org/bootcamp.htm
Adult Volleyball League, January 15-March 5, 2015 Join us for our co-ed volleyball league on Thursday nights at the Christian Life Center. Games will be held between
7:00-9:00pm. (Depending on registration numbers, games may need to start at 6:00pm.)
Cost is $15. Childcare will be provided if needed. Sign up individually or as a team (teams
require a minimum of six players). We offer two divisions–Recreational and Competitive.
Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/volleyball.htm
ZUMBA GOLD, derived from the original ZUMBA FITNESS program, makes low-impact
modifications for beginners, active older adults, and other individuals who are looking for
a fun, high-energy workout that is friendlier to the body! Registration is $20 for this sixweek session. Our next session will run from January 8- February 12 at 10:30am. Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/zumba.htm
It’s Not too Late to Return your 2015 “Because We Believe” pledge Card!
Join the excitement of supporting our ministries in 2015 by returning your financial pledge
for next year if you haven’t done so already. It directs our church leaders in planning for
the future when they know the strength of the potential contributions! Extra pledge cards
are available at each worship site at The Connect in the gathering space.
Connect @ First Recently we launched “The Connect,” a welcome and hospitality center at each of our worship locations. This is a place to learn more about the many programs and ministries going on in this church, or to find some help about where a classroom is! Whether you are brand new guest or a long-time member, this is your first stop to
find Ankeny First information. See you at the Connect!

MISSION & OUTREACH
Calling all who are available to work at Bidwell-Riverside Our next
workday is Tuesday, December 30. This invitation is for young and old, men and women.
We meet to carpool at 9:00am in the north uptown parking lot, then return by 1:00pm. This
is a great opportunity to involve your family in a meaningful and giving activity.
In-Gathering School Bag Cutting Day Our first cutting day will be January 19,
from 1:00-3:00pm in the Uptown Family Center. Mark your calendars now!
The Family Christmas Project was a blessing to 57 families and 195 children. Over
$6,800 worth of donations went to give these families a special Christmas.
UM Student Day Today we are promoting awareness of the role of United Methodist
higher education in helping students as they prepare for life by uniting faith with
knowledge. You will find an offering envelope in your bulletin today to make a donation.

YOUTH NEWS
Fusion and The Gathering will not meet tonight, December 28. But join us next
week on January 4 from 5:00-8:15pm at the Christian Life Center for a New Year’s KickOff Party! This will be a night of fun and fellowship to start the New Year. There will be
pizza for supper and a variety of activities including inflatables, games and devotion. We
hope to see you there!

www.AnkenyFUMC.org

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADULT STUDY & CONNECTION
Beth Moore Bible Study–Children of the Day Join this women’s study for a 9week journey with Beth Moore as she explores 1 and 2 Thessalonians. In this study, we
will face crisis, afflictions, relationships, doubts, concerns, and fears, as we find encouragement for living the Christian life now and hope for when Christ returns. This study is
DVD-based with a workbook of daily readings and reflections. We will meet on Sundays at
the CLC immediately after the 9:00am worship service beginning January 11. Contact
Jenny Neighbour to join or for information jennywof@gmail.com, 964-8690.
Alpha “Come and See” Event Mark your calendars now for the launch of a new Alpha session beginning January 11 with a “Come and See” event. At Alpha, guests are
invited to freely explore the Christian faith in a relaxed setting. Each week guests enjoy a
meal and a talk on subjects as diverse as “Who is Jesus?,” “How Can I Have Faith?” and
“How Can I Make the Most of the Rest of My Life?” It will be held in the Uptown Fellowship Hall at 5:30pm. All welcome!
New Disciple Sessions starting in January Beginning in mid-January, four different Disciple sessions will launch! Visit us on-line to register or for more information!
 Disciple 1: Mondays, beginning January 12 at 6:30pm in CLC room 103/104 led by
Pastor Scott Hibben.
 Disciple 2: Sundays, beginning January 11 at 6:30pm in Uptown room 310 led by Steve Nielsen.
 Disciple 3: Mondays, beginning January 26 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Pastor Bob Ward.
 Disciple 4: Tuesdays, beginning January 13 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Greg Saboe and Denny Brouwer.
Financial Peace University We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University (FPU) is that plan! It teaches God’s way of handling money. Through video teaching, class discussions and interactive small group activities, FPU presents biblical, practical steps to get from where you are to where you’ve dreamed you could be. This plan will
show you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely, and so
much more. Please visit our website or contact Lindsay Drake with any questions. Don’t
miss out on this life-changing class! FPU will offer two sessions this winter. (Jan. 15 CLC
room 105 from 6:30-8:00pm AND Feb. 8 Uptown Lounge from 5:00-6:30pm.)
Covenant Bible Study Three new Covenant Bible Study groups will begin this winter.
Covenant is divided into 3 eight-week sessions where participants read and discuss the
Bible together, while learning how to love God and each other better. Sign up online or for
more information check out the Connect. Contact Lindsay Drake at Lindsay.Drake@AnkenyFUMC.org for further information.
Small Group Study begins January 4 In Vanishing Grace, Phillip Yancey shows
the desperate need our world has for grace, and how Christians can truly make the gospel
good news again. You are invited to join this video-based small group study, where you
will explore what kind of news is good to a culture that thinks it has rejected the Christian
version. Begins January 4 at 9:45am in Uptown room 310. No need to register.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES
Bright Beginnings Preschool Open House January 11 at 9:30-11:00am at our
Uptown site—Come tour our programs for children 2-5 years old. Preschool staff and
board members will be available to answer questions you may have about the program.
AFUMC Preschool Registration for 2015-2016 Our AFUMC Preschool Registration is Tuesday, January 13! Registration is to be completed in-person at 6:00-6:30pm for
church members, and 6:30-7:00pm for community at large. No phone calls will be accepted. You will be able to register your child by the entryway to the Preschool Office for the
Parents Morning Out, five-day, two-day, three-day and Kinder-Prep programs. A $50 registration fee will be charged at the time of registration to reserve your child’s place.
Children’s Programming Our programming takes a brief break over the Christmas
holiday. Programming will start up again the first full week of January.
 Bible Adventures: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 K.U.L.E. Kids: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 Little Cherubs: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:10-4:40pm; starts Tuesday, January 13, CLC at 6:00-6:30pm
 Kids of the Kingdom: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:00-4:45pm
 Celebration Chimes: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:45-5:25pm

Uptow n Campus ~ Spirited Traditional W orship
December 28, 2014 ~ 11:00am
PRELUDE
WELCOME/WORSHIP FOCUS
*CONGREGATIONAL GREETING
*OPENING HYMN
“Joy to the World”
#246
*GATHERING SONG
“We Three Kings”
#238
TIME WITH THE CHILDREN
ANTHEM
“One King”
[Borders/Alexander]
Paul Moss
JOYS & CONCERNS/PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/THE LORD’S PRAYER
PRAYER SONG
“What Child Is This?”
#219
SCRIPTURE
Matthew 2:1-12
SERMON
“Are We There Yet?”
Rev. Angie Loomis
OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD
MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS
OFFERTORY
*OFFERING SONG
*HYMN OF DEDICATION
“The First Noel”
#245 vs. 1, 2, 3, 5
*BENEDICTION
*CHORAL BENEDICTION
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (refrain)
POSTLUDE
*Please stand if you are able.
Note: Please silence all cell phones & refrain from flash photography during worship.

Sermon Reflection Questions During the coming week, we encourage you to
consider these questions in your personal prayer time or small group discussions:
1. Christmas has come and gone. Now what?
2. The Wise Men came late to the party. Who in our time is late for the party and what
gifts do they bring to us?
3. What will be your New Year’s resolution related to being a disciple of Jesus Christ?
At Ankeny First United Methodist Church, we are intentional in keeping our Membership
covenant to uphold the United Methodist Church by our prayers, presence, gifts, service & witness:
PRAYERS: The following are some of our joys and concerns:
Hospitals: Lutheran: Chuck Overton Discharged: Tara Porche, Julie Renner
Sympathy to: ♦ Charlie Brinkmeyer on the death of his father Paul “Hans,” on Dec. 12. ♦ Kathy Weatherwax
and Kara McGarvey on the death of their mother/grandmother, on Dec. 18. ♦ Darlene Churchman on the death
of her husband, Rev. Duane Churchman on Dec. 19. ♦ Deb Briggs on the death of her father, Mervin Busch,
on December 20. ♦ Gareme Doyle on the death of his mother Fran Doyle, on Dec. 20.
PRESENCE: The following are attendance figures from last week.
WORSHIP (The Road)41 (Sat)38 (8:30)204 (9:45)171 (11:00)193
(CLC-9:00)262 (CLC-10:45)161 (FC-9:00)59 (FC-10:30)30 Total = 1,159
SUNDAY SCHOOL (Uptown)92 (FC)3 (CLC)117 Total = 212
GIFTS: Last week’s offering for Christ’s work here and around the world:
General Budget $67,065.05 Capital Campaign $14,170.80 Missions $6,258.87 Other $4,127.80
Total Organ Donations $34,279.34
December Food Pantry: 362 (food items) 82 (diapers) 171 (personal care items) Nov. donations $3,676.50
SERVICE: Today’s Worship Helpers are listed below.
Ushers: Head Ushers: Randy & Carol Miller; Pat Glover, Jim Hutchinson, Lisa & Hannah Keller, Mike Long,
Kerry Ostring
Greeters: Carol Eckardt, Michelle, Ben & Mae Glass
Fellowship Servers: Christian Care Cluster
Organist: Jan Boehm Sound: Brian Crouch Powerpoint: Taylor Sheeks Worship Team: Psalm 4

Opportunities for Ministry & Growth
NEWS TO KNOW
ALTAR FLOWERS FOR 2015 The 2015 sign up chart is now displayed on the bulletin
board by the Uptown office. Sign up today to provide flowers to decorate our altar.
Your Financial Giving We have only a few short days to financially finish the year in
the black, with a significant amount to make up. THANK YOU to each and every one for
all your support that helps our church reach the lives that it does, in the way it does, with
Jesus Christ.
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center service now Available in
Ankeny Sarah McElhaney, LMFT, a licensed marriage and family therapist that works at
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center, is now seeing clients here at Ankeny First (for
12 years of age and up) on Tuesdays. Sarah counsels children and adolescents and their
families, adults, and couples, and her areas of treatment interest include anxiety and depressive disorders, child behavioral issues, parenting and relational issues, self-image,
social skills, and couples issues. Contact Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center 515274-4006 for information and to schedule appointments.
Let us help you with that New Year’s Resolution If fitness is part of your 2015
agenda, then we have your solution! Our early morning Bootcamp program offers the
perfect combination of heart pumping cardio and intense strength training. We want you
to have fun, but be prepared for some high intensity training. Our next session of
Bootcamp will run from Monday, January 5 - Friday, February 27. Bootcamp is held
Monday-Friday at 5:15am or 6:00am at the Christian Life Center. The cost for this eightweek program is $40. www.ankenyfumc.org/bootcamp.htm
Adult Volleyball League, January 15-March 5, 2015 Join us for our co-ed volleyball league on Thursday nights at the Christian Life Center. Games will be held between
7:00-9:00pm. (Depending on registration numbers, games may need to start at 6:00pm.)
Cost is $15. Childcare will be provided if needed. Sign up individually or as a team (teams
require a minimum of six players). We offer two divisions–Recreational and Competitive.
Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/volleyball.htm
ZUMBA GOLD, derived from the original ZUMBA FITNESS program, makes low-impact
modifications for beginners, active older adults, and other individuals who are looking for
a fun, high-energy workout that is friendlier to the body! Registration is $20 for this sixweek session. Our next session will run from January 8- February 12 at 10:30am. Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/zumba.htm
It’s Not too Late to Return your 2015 “Because We Believe” pledge Card!
Join the excitement of supporting our ministries in 2015 by returning your financial pledge
for next year if you haven’t done so already. It directs our church leaders in planning for
the future when they know the strength of the potential contributions! Extra pledge cards
are available at each worship site at The Connect in the gathering space.
Connect @ First Recently we launched “The Connect,” a welcome and hospitality center at each of our worship locations. This is a place to learn more about the many programs and ministries going on in this church, or to find some help about where a classroom is! Whether you are brand new guest or a long-time member, this is your first stop to
find Ankeny First information. See you at the Connect!

MISSION & OUTREACH
Calling all who are available to work at Bidwell-Riverside Our next
workday is Tuesday, December 30. This invitation is for young and old, men and women.
We meet to carpool at 9:00am in the north uptown parking lot, then return by 1:00pm. This
is a great opportunity to involve your family in a meaningful and giving activity.
In-Gathering School Bag Cutting Day Our first cutting day will be January 19,
from 1:00-3:00pm in the Uptown Family Center. Mark your calendars now!
The Family Christmas Project was a blessing to 57 families and 195 children. Over
$6,800 worth of donations went to give these families a special Christmas.
UM Student Day Today we are promoting awareness of the role of United Methodist
higher education in helping students as they prepare for life by uniting faith with
knowledge. You will find an offering envelope in your bulletin today to make a donation.

YOUTH NEWS
Fusion and The Gathering will not meet tonight, December 28. But join us next
week on January 4 from 5:00-8:15pm at the Christian Life Center for a New Year’s KickOff Party! This will be a night of fun and fellowship to start the New Year. There will be
pizza for supper and a variety of activities including inflatables, games and devotion. We
hope to see you there!

www.AnkenyFUMC.org

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADULT STUDY & CONNECTION
Beth Moore Bible Study–Children of the Day Join this women’s study for a 9week journey with Beth Moore as she explores 1 and 2 Thessalonians. In this study, we
will face crisis, afflictions, relationships, doubts, concerns, and fears, as we find encouragement for living the Christian life now and hope for when Christ returns. This study is
DVD-based with a workbook of daily readings and reflections. We will meet on Sundays at
the CLC immediately after the 9:00am worship service beginning January 11. Contact
Jenny Neighbour to join or for information jennywof@gmail.com, 964-8690.
Alpha “Come and See” Event Mark your calendars now for the launch of a new Alpha session beginning January 11 with a “Come and See” event. At Alpha, guests are
invited to freely explore the Christian faith in a relaxed setting. Each week guests enjoy a
meal and a talk on subjects as diverse as “Who is Jesus?,” “How Can I Have Faith?” and
“How Can I Make the Most of the Rest of My Life?” It will be held in the Uptown Fellowship Hall at 5:30pm. All welcome!
New Disciple Sessions starting in January Beginning in mid-January, four different Disciple sessions will launch! Visit us on-line to register or for more information!
 Disciple 1: Mondays, beginning January 12 at 6:30pm in CLC room 103/104 led by
Pastor Scott Hibben.
 Disciple 2: Sundays, beginning January 11 at 6:30pm in Uptown room 310 led by Steve Nielsen.
 Disciple 3: Mondays, beginning January 26 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Pastor Bob Ward.
 Disciple 4: Tuesdays, beginning January 13 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Greg Saboe and Denny Brouwer.
Financial Peace University We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University (FPU) is that plan! It teaches God’s way of handling money. Through video teaching, class discussions and interactive small group activities, FPU presents biblical, practical steps to get from where you are to where you’ve dreamed you could be. This plan will
show you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely, and so
much more. Please visit our website or contact Lindsay Drake with any questions. Don’t
miss out on this life-changing class! FPU will offer two sessions this winter. (Jan. 15 CLC
room 105 from 6:30-8:00pm AND Feb. 8 Uptown Lounge from 5:00-6:30pm.)
Covenant Bible Study Three new Covenant Bible Study groups will begin this winter.
Covenant is divided into 3 eight-week sessions where participants read and discuss the
Bible together, while learning how to love God and each other better. Sign up online or for
more information check out the Connect. Contact Lindsay Drake at Lindsay.Drake@AnkenyFUMC.org for further information.
Small Group Study begins January 4 In Vanishing Grace, Phillip Yancey shows
the desperate need our world has for grace, and how Christians can truly make the gospel
good news again. You are invited to join this video-based small group study, where you
will explore what kind of news is good to a culture that thinks it has rejected the Christian
version. Begins January 4 at 9:45am in Uptown room 310. No need to register.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES
Bright Beginnings Preschool Open House January 11 at 9:30-11:00am at our
Uptown site—Come tour our programs for children 2-5 years old. Preschool staff and
board members will be available to answer questions you may have about the program.
AFUMC Preschool Registration for 2015-2016 Our AFUMC Preschool Registration is Tuesday, January 13! Registration is to be completed in-person at 6:00-6:30pm for
church members, and 6:30-7:00pm for community at large. No phone calls will be accepted. You will be able to register your child by the entryway to the Preschool Office for the
Parents Morning Out, five-day, two-day, three-day and Kinder-Prep programs. A $50 registration fee will be charged at the time of registration to reserve your child’s place.
Children’s Programming Our programming takes a brief break over the Christmas
holiday. Programming will start up again the first full week of January.
 Bible Adventures: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 K.U.L.E. Kids: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 Little Cherubs: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:10-4:40pm; starts Tuesday, January 13, CLC at 6:00-6:30pm
 Kids of the Kingdom: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:00-4:45pm
 Celebration Chimes: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:45-5:25pm

Uptow n Campus ~ Spirit Alive Blended W orship
December 27, 2014 ~ 5:00pm
CHRISTMAS CAROL HYMN SING
WELCOME/WORSHIP FOCUS
*CONGREGATIONAL GREETING
*SING PRAISE TO GOD
“Joy to the World”
“Go Tell It On the Mountain”
“We Three Kings”
JOYS & CONCERNS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER
PRAYER SONG
“What Child Is This?”
SCRIPTURE
Matthew 2:1-12
SERMON
“Trespassing AFTER the Party”
Rev. John Wagner
OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD
MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS:
OFFERTORY
*OFFERING SONG
*PARTING MUSIC
“The First Noel”
*BLESSINGS FOR THE WEEK
Worship bags for children are available from Worship Hosts.

Note: Please silence all cell phones & refrain from flash photography during worship.
Sermon Reflection Questions During the coming week, we encourage you to
consider these questions in your personal prayer time or small group discussions:
1. What would it feel like to wish someone a “Merry Christmas” once the holiday has
past?
2. What response do you hear required of you in response to the story of the wisemen?
3. Where is God sleeping/playing/growing in your life today?

At Ankeny First United Methodist Church, we are intentional in keeping our Membership
covenant to uphold the United Methodist Church by our prayers, presence, gifts, service & witness:
PRAYERS: The following are some of our joys and concerns:
Hospitals: Lutheran: Chuck Overton Discharged: Tara Porche, Julie Renner
Sympathy to: ♦ Charlie Brinkmeyer on the death of his father Paul “Hans,” on Dec. 12. ♦ Kathy Weatherwax
and Kara McGarvey on the death of their mother/grandmother, on Dec. 18. ♦ Darlene Churchman on the death
of her husband, Rev. Duane Churchman on Dec. 19. ♦ Deb Briggs on the death of her father, Mervin Busch,
on December 20. ♦ Gareme Doyle on the death of his mother Fran Doyle, on Dec. 20.
PRESENCE: The following are attendance figures from last week.
WORSHIP (The Road)41 (Sat)38 (8:30)204 (9:45)171 (11:00)193
(CLC-9:00)262 (CLC-10:45)161 (FC-9:00)59 (FC-10:30)30 Total = 1,159
SUNDAY SCHOOL (Uptown)92 (FC)3 (CLC)117 Total = 212
GIFTS: Last week’s offering for Christ’s work here and around the world:
General Budget $67,065.05 Capital Campaign $14,170.80 Missions $6,258.87 Other $4,127.80
Total Organ Donations $34,279.34
December Food Pantry: 362 (food items) 82 (diapers) 171 (personal care items) Nov. donations $3,676.50
SERVICE: Today’s Worship Helpers are listed below.
Worship Hosts: Glenn & Ruth Hobin
Worship Team: Mark Shultz, Melody Webb Powerpoint: Caleb Webb

Opportunities for Ministry & Growth
NEWS TO KNOW
ALTAR FLOWERS FOR 2015 The 2015 sign up chart is now displayed on the bulletin
board by the Uptown office. Sign up today to provide flowers to decorate our altar.
Your Financial Giving We have only a few short days to financially finish the year in
the black, with a significant amount to make up. THANK YOU to each and every one for
all your support that helps our church reach the lives that it does, in the way it does, with
Jesus Christ.
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center service now Available in
Ankeny Sarah McElhaney, LMFT, a licensed marriage and family therapist that works at
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center, is now seeing clients here at Ankeny First (for
12 years of age and up) on Tuesdays. Sarah counsels children and adolescents and their
families, adults, and couples, and her areas of treatment interest include anxiety and depressive disorders, child behavioral issues, parenting and relational issues, self-image,
social skills, and couples issues. Contact Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center 515274-4006 for information and to schedule appointments.
Let us help you with that New Year’s Resolution If fitness is part of your 2015
agenda, then we have your solution! Our early morning Bootcamp program offers the
perfect combination of heart pumping cardio and intense strength training. We want you
to have fun, but be prepared for some high intensity training. Our next session of
Bootcamp will run from Monday, January 5 - Friday, February 27. Bootcamp is held
Monday-Friday at 5:15am or 6:00am at the Christian Life Center. The cost for this eightweek program is $40. www.ankenyfumc.org/bootcamp.htm
Adult Volleyball League, January 15-March 5, 2015 Join us for our co-ed volleyball league on Thursday nights at the Christian Life Center. Games will be held between
7:00-9:00pm. (Depending on registration numbers, games may need to start at 6:00pm.)
Cost is $15. Childcare will be provided if needed. Sign up individually or as a team (teams
require a minimum of six players). We offer two divisions–Recreational and Competitive.
Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/volleyball.htm
ZUMBA GOLD, derived from the original ZUMBA FITNESS program, makes low-impact
modifications for beginners, active older adults, and other individuals who are looking for
a fun, high-energy workout that is friendlier to the body! Registration is $20 for this sixweek session. Our next session will run from January 8- February 12 at 10:30am. Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/zumba.htm
It’s Not too Late to Return your 2015 “Because We Believe” pledge Card!
Join the excitement of supporting our ministries in 2015 by returning your financial pledge
for next year if you haven’t done so already. It directs our church leaders in planning for
the future when they know the strength of the potential contributions! Extra pledge cards
are available at each worship site at The Connect in the gathering space.
Connect @ First Recently we launched “The Connect,” a welcome and hospitality center at each of our worship locations. This is a place to learn more about the many programs and ministries going on in this church, or to find some help about where a classroom is! Whether you are brand new guest or a long-time member, this is your first stop to
find Ankeny First information. See you at the Connect!

MISSION & OUTREACH
Calling all who are available to work at Bidwell-Riverside Our next
workday is Tuesday, December 30. This invitation is for young and old, men and women.
We meet to carpool at 9:00am in the north uptown parking lot, then return by 1:00pm. This
is a great opportunity to involve your family in a meaningful and giving activity.
In-Gathering School Bag Cutting Day Our first cutting day will be January 19,
from 1:00-3:00pm in the Uptown Family Center. Mark your calendars now!
The Family Christmas Project was a blessing to 57 families and 195 children. Over
$6,800 worth of donations went to give these families a special Christmas.
UM Student Day Today we are promoting awareness of the role of United Methodist
higher education in helping students as they prepare for life by uniting faith with
knowledge. You will find an offering envelope in your bulletin today to make a donation.

YOUTH NEWS
Fusion and The Gathering will not meet tonight, December 28. But join us next
week on January 4 from 5:00-8:15pm at the Christian Life Center for a New Year’s KickOff Party! This will be a night of fun and fellowship to start the New Year. There will be
pizza for supper and a variety of activities including inflatables, games and devotion. We
hope to see you there!

www.AnkenyFUMC.org

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADULT STUDY & CONNECTION
Beth Moore Bible Study–Children of the Day Join this women’s study for a 9week journey with Beth Moore as she explores 1 and 2 Thessalonians. In this study, we
will face crisis, afflictions, relationships, doubts, concerns, and fears, as we find encouragement for living the Christian life now and hope for when Christ returns. This study is
DVD-based with a workbook of daily readings and reflections. We will meet on Sundays at
the CLC immediately after the 9:00am worship service beginning January 11. Contact
Jenny Neighbour to join or for information jennywof@gmail.com, 964-8690.
Alpha “Come and See” Event Mark your calendars now for the launch of a new Alpha session beginning January 11 with a “Come and See” event. At Alpha, guests are
invited to freely explore the Christian faith in a relaxed setting. Each week guests enjoy a
meal and a talk on subjects as diverse as “Who is Jesus?,” “How Can I Have Faith?” and
“How Can I Make the Most of the Rest of My Life?” It will be held in the Uptown Fellowship Hall at 5:30pm. All welcome!
New Disciple Sessions starting in January Beginning in mid-January, four different Disciple sessions will launch! Visit us on-line to register or for more information!
 Disciple 1: Mondays, beginning January 12 at 6:30pm in CLC room 103/104 led by
Pastor Scott Hibben.
 Disciple 2: Sundays, beginning January 11 at 6:30pm in Uptown room 310 led by Steve Nielsen.
 Disciple 3: Mondays, beginning January 26 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Pastor Bob Ward.
 Disciple 4: Tuesdays, beginning January 13 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Greg Saboe and Denny Brouwer.
Financial Peace University We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University (FPU) is that plan! It teaches God’s way of handling money. Through video teaching, class discussions and interactive small group activities, FPU presents biblical, practical steps to get from where you are to where you’ve dreamed you could be. This plan will
show you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely, and so
much more. Please visit our website or contact Lindsay Drake with any questions. Don’t
miss out on this life-changing class! FPU will offer two sessions this winter. (Jan. 15 CLC
room 105 from 6:30-8:00pm AND Feb. 8 Uptown Lounge from 5:00-6:30pm.)
Covenant Bible Study Three new Covenant Bible Study groups will begin this winter.
Covenant is divided into 3 eight-week sessions where participants read and discuss the
Bible together, while learning how to love God and each other better. Sign up online or for
more information check out the Connect. Contact Lindsay Drake at Lindsay.Drake@AnkenyFUMC.org for further information.
Small Group Study begins January 4 In Vanishing Grace, Phillip Yancey shows
the desperate need our world has for grace, and how Christians can truly make the gospel
good news again. You are invited to join this video-based small group study, where you
will explore what kind of news is good to a culture that thinks it has rejected the Christian
version. Begins January 4 at 9:45am in Uptown room 310. No need to register.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES
Bright Beginnings Preschool Open House January 11 at 9:30-11:00am at our
Uptown site—Come tour our programs for children 2-5 years old. Preschool staff and
board members will be available to answer questions you may have about the program.
AFUMC Preschool Registration for 2015-2016 Our AFUMC Preschool Registration is Tuesday, January 13! Registration is to be completed in-person at 6:00-6:30pm for
church members, and 6:30-7:00pm for community at large. No phone calls will be accepted. You will be able to register your child by the entryway to the Preschool Office for the
Parents Morning Out, five-day, two-day, three-day and Kinder-Prep programs. A $50 registration fee will be charged at the time of registration to reserve your child’s place.
Children’s Programming Our programming takes a brief break over the Christmas
holiday. Programming will start up again the first full week of January.
 Bible Adventures: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 K.U.L.E. Kids: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 Little Cherubs: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:10-4:40pm; starts Tuesday, January 13, CLC at 6:00-6:30pm
 Kids of the Kingdom: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:00-4:45pm
 Celebration Chimes: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:45-5:25pm

Faith Chapel ~ Traditional W orship
December 28, 2014 ~9:00am
PRELUDE
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CALL TO WORSHIP
*OPENING HYMN
“This Is the Day”
#657
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
*WORDS OF PARDON AND ASSURANCE
*OUR RESPONSE
“Glory Be to the Father”
#70
*PASSING OF THE PEACE
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ~JOYS & CONCERNS
SERMON HYMN
“Blessed Assurance”
#369
SCRIPTURE READING
Galatians 4:4-7
SERMON
“Good News For the New Year”
Rev. Dick Pfaltzgraff
OFFERTORY
Amy Pollpeter
*DOXOLOGY & PRAYER OF DEDICATION
#95
*DEDICATION HYMN
“For the Healing of the Nations”
#428
*CLOSING BLESSING/BENEDICTION SONG
*POSTLUDE
*Please stand if you are able.
Join us for fellowship downstairs in the Fellowship Hall.

Note: Please silence all cell phones & refrain from flash photography during worship.

Sermon Reflection Questions During the coming week, you are encouraged to
consider these questions in your personal prayer time or small group discussions:
1. How would you evaluate this past year?
2. Are you concerned about the new year?
3. What would good news be like for you?

At Ankeny First United Methodist Church, we are intentional in keeping our Membership
covenant to uphold the United Methodist Church by our prayers, presence, gifts, service & witness:
PRAYERS: The following are some of our joys and concerns:
Hospitals: Lutheran: Chuck Overton Discharged: Tara Porche, Julie Renner
Sympathy to: ♦ Charlie Brinkmeyer on the death of his father Paul “Hans,” on Dec. 12. ♦ Kathy Weatherwax
and Kara McGarvey on the death of their mother/grandmother, on Dec. 18. ♦ Darlene Churchman on the death
of her husband, Rev. Duane Churchman on Dec. 19. ♦ Deb Briggs on the death of her father, Mervin Busch,
on December 20. ♦ Gareme Doyle on the death of his mother Fran Doyle, on Dec. 20.
PRESENCE: The following are attendance figures from last week.
WORSHIP (The Road)41 (Sat)38 (8:30)204 (9:45)171 (11:00)193
(CLC-9:00)262 (CLC-10:45)161 (FC-9:00)59 (FC-10:30)30 Total = 1,159
SUNDAY SCHOOL (Uptown)92 (FC)3 (CLC)117 Total = 212
GIFTS: Last week’s offering for Christ’s work here and around the world:
General Budget $67,065.05 Capital Campaign $14,170.80 Missions $6,258.87 Other $4,127.80
Total Organ Donations $34,279.34
December Food Pantry: 362 (food items) 82 (diapers) 171 (personal care items) Nov. donations $3,676.50
SERVICE: Today’s Worship Helpers:
Audio/Video: Dean Pollpeter Keyboard: Claire Brown

Opportunities for Ministry & Growth
NEWS TO KNOW
ALTAR FLOWERS FOR 2015 The 2015 sign up chart is now displayed on the bulletin
board by the Uptown office. Sign up today to provide flowers to decorate our altar.
Your Financial Giving We have only a few short days to financially finish the year in
the black, with a significant amount to make up. THANK YOU to each and every one for
all your support that helps our church reach the lives that it does, in the way it does, with
Jesus Christ.
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center service now Available in
Ankeny Sarah McElhaney, LMFT, a licensed marriage and family therapist that works at
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center, is now seeing clients here at Ankeny First (for
12 years of age and up) on Tuesdays. Sarah counsels children and adolescents and their
families, adults, and couples, and her areas of treatment interest include anxiety and depressive disorders, child behavioral issues, parenting and relational issues, self-image,
social skills, and couples issues. Contact Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center 515274-4006 for information and to schedule appointments.
Let us help you with that New Year’s Resolution If fitness is part of your 2015
agenda, then we have your solution! Our early morning Bootcamp program offers the
perfect combination of heart pumping cardio and intense strength training. We want you
to have fun, but be prepared for some high intensity training. Our next session of
Bootcamp will run from Monday, January 5 - Friday, February 27. Bootcamp is held
Monday-Friday at 5:15am or 6:00am at the Christian Life Center. The cost for this eightweek program is $40. www.ankenyfumc.org/bootcamp.htm
Adult Volleyball League, January 15-March 5, 2015 Join us for our co-ed volleyball league on Thursday nights at the Christian Life Center. Games will be held between
7:00-9:00pm. (Depending on registration numbers, games may need to start at 6:00pm.)
Cost is $15. Childcare will be provided if needed. Sign up individually or as a team (teams
require a minimum of six players). We offer two divisions–Recreational and Competitive.
Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/volleyball.htm
ZUMBA GOLD, derived from the original ZUMBA FITNESS program, makes low-impact
modifications for beginners, active older adults, and other individuals who are looking for
a fun, high-energy workout that is friendlier to the body! Registration is $20 for this sixweek session. Our next session will run from January 8- February 12 at 10:30am. Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/zumba.htm
It’s Not too Late to Return your 2015 “Because We Believe” pledge Card!
Join the excitement of supporting our ministries in 2015 by returning your financial pledge
for next year if you haven’t done so already. It directs our church leaders in planning for
the future when they know the strength of the potential contributions! Extra pledge cards
are available at each worship site at The Connect in the gathering space.
Connect @ First Recently we launched “The Connect,” a welcome and hospitality center at each of our worship locations. This is a place to learn more about the many programs and ministries going on in this church, or to find some help about where a classroom is! Whether you are brand new guest or a long-time member, this is your first stop to
find Ankeny First information. See you at the Connect!

MISSION & OUTREACH
Calling all who are available to work at Bidwell-Riverside Our next
workday is Tuesday, December 30. This invitation is for young and old, men and women.
We meet to carpool at 9:00am in the north uptown parking lot, then return by 1:00pm. This
is a great opportunity to involve your family in a meaningful and giving activity.
In-Gathering School Bag Cutting Day Our first cutting day will be January 19,
from 1:00-3:00pm in the Uptown Family Center. Mark your calendars now!
The Family Christmas Project was a blessing to 57 families and 195 children. Over
$6,800 worth of donations went to give these families a special Christmas.
UM Student Day Today we are promoting awareness of the role of United Methodist
higher education in helping students as they prepare for life by uniting faith with
knowledge. You will find an offering envelope in your bulletin today to make a donation.

YOUTH NEWS
Fusion and The Gathering will not meet tonight, December 28. But join us next
week on January 4 from 5:00-8:15pm at the Christian Life Center for a New Year’s KickOff Party! This will be a night of fun and fellowship to start the New Year. There will be
pizza for supper and a variety of activities including inflatables, games and devotion. We
hope to see you there!

www.AnkenyFUMC.org

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADULT STUDY & CONNECTION
Beth Moore Bible Study–Children of the Day Join this women’s study for a 9week journey with Beth Moore as she explores 1 and 2 Thessalonians. In this study, we
will face crisis, afflictions, relationships, doubts, concerns, and fears, as we find encouragement for living the Christian life now and hope for when Christ returns. This study is
DVD-based with a workbook of daily readings and reflections. We will meet on Sundays at
the CLC immediately after the 9:00am worship service beginning January 11. Contact
Jenny Neighbour to join or for information jennywof@gmail.com, 964-8690.
Alpha “Come and See” Event Mark your calendars now for the launch of a new Alpha session beginning January 11 with a “Come and See” event. At Alpha, guests are
invited to freely explore the Christian faith in a relaxed setting. Each week guests enjoy a
meal and a talk on subjects as diverse as “Who is Jesus?,” “How Can I Have Faith?” and
“How Can I Make the Most of the Rest of My Life?” It will be held in the Uptown Fellowship Hall at 5:30pm. All welcome!
New Disciple Sessions starting in January Beginning in mid-January, four different Disciple sessions will launch! Visit us on-line to register or for more information!
 Disciple 1: Mondays, beginning January 12 at 6:30pm in CLC room 103/104 led by
Pastor Scott Hibben.
 Disciple 2: Sundays, beginning January 11 at 6:30pm in Uptown room 310 led by Steve Nielsen.
 Disciple 3: Mondays, beginning January 26 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Pastor Bob Ward.
 Disciple 4: Tuesdays, beginning January 13 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Greg Saboe and Denny Brouwer.
Financial Peace University We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University (FPU) is that plan! It teaches God’s way of handling money. Through video teaching, class discussions and interactive small group activities, FPU presents biblical, practical steps to get from where you are to where you’ve dreamed you could be. This plan will
show you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely, and so
much more. Please visit our website or contact Lindsay Drake with any questions. Don’t
miss out on this life-changing class! FPU will offer two sessions this winter. (Jan. 15 CLC
room 105 from 6:30-8:00pm AND Feb. 8 Uptown Lounge from 5:00-6:30pm.)
Covenant Bible Study Three new Covenant Bible Study groups will begin this winter.
Covenant is divided into 3 eight-week sessions where participants read and discuss the
Bible together, while learning how to love God and each other better. Sign up online or for
more information check out the Connect. Contact Lindsay Drake at Lindsay.Drake@AnkenyFUMC.org for further information.
Small Group Study begins January 4 In Vanishing Grace, Phillip Yancey shows
the desperate need our world has for grace, and how Christians can truly make the gospel
good news again. You are invited to join this video-based small group study, where you
will explore what kind of news is good to a culture that thinks it has rejected the Christian
version. Begins January 4 at 9:45am in Uptown room 310. No need to register.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES
Bright Beginnings Preschool Open House January 11 at 9:30-11:00am at our
Uptown site—Come tour our programs for children 2-5 years old. Preschool staff and
board members will be available to answer questions you may have about the program.
AFUMC Preschool Registration for 2015-2016 Our AFUMC Preschool Registration is Tuesday, January 13! Registration is to be completed in-person at 6:00-6:30pm for
church members, and 6:30-7:00pm for community at large. No phone calls will be accepted. You will be able to register your child by the entryway to the Preschool Office for the
Parents Morning Out, five-day, two-day, three-day and Kinder-Prep programs. A $50 registration fee will be charged at the time of registration to reserve your child’s place.
Children’s Programming Our programming takes a brief break over the Christmas
holiday. Programming will start up again the first full week of January.
 Bible Adventures: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 K.U.L.E. Kids: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 Little Cherubs: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:10-4:40pm; starts Tuesday, January 13, CLC at 6:00-6:30pm
 Kids of the Kingdom: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:00-4:45pm
 Celebration Chimes: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:45-5:25pm

Faith Chapel ~ Contemporary W orship
December 28, 2014 ~10:30am
WELCOME / WORSHIP FOCUS
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*PASS THE PEACE OF CHRIST
*PRAISE SONGS
A TIME OF PRAYER
SCRIPTURE
Galatians 4:4-7
SERMON
“Good News for the New Year”
Rev. Dick Pfaltzgraff
OFFERTORY
*BENEDICTION
*Please stand if you are able.

Join us for fellowship downstairs in the Fellowship Hall.
Note: Please silence all cell phones & refrain from flash photography during worship.

Sermon Reflection Questions During the coming week, you are encouraged to
consider these questions in your personal prayer time or small group discussions:
1. How would you evaluate this past year?
2. Are you concerned about the new year?
3. What would good news be like for you?

At Ankeny First United Methodist Church, we are intentional in keeping our Membership
covenant to uphold the United Methodist Church by our prayers, presence, gifts, service & witness:
PRAYERS: The following are some of our joys and concerns:
Hospitals: Lutheran: Chuck Overton Discharged: Tara Porche, Julie Renner
Sympathy to: ♦ Charlie Brinkmeyer on the death of his father Paul “Hans,” on Dec. 12. ♦ Kathy Weatherwax
and Kara McGarvey on the death of their mother/grandmother, on Dec. 18. ♦ Darlene Churchman on the death
of her husband, Rev. Duane Churchman on Dec. 19. ♦ Deb Briggs on the death of her father, Mervin Busch,
on December 20. ♦ Gareme Doyle on the death of his mother Fran Doyle, on Dec. 20.
PRESENCE: The following are attendance figures from last week.
WORSHIP (The Road)41 (Sat)38 (8:30)204 (9:45)171 (11:00)193
(CLC-9:00)262 (CLC-10:45)161 (FC-9:00)59 (FC-10:30)30 Total = 1,159
SUNDAY SCHOOL (Uptown)92 (FC)3 (CLC)117 Total = 212
GIFTS: Last week’s offering for Christ’s work here and around the world:
General Budget $67,065.05 Capital Campaign $14,170.80 Missions $6,258.87 Other $4,127.80
Total Organ Donations $34,279.34
December Food Pantry: 362 (food items) 82 (diapers) 171 (personal care items) Nov. donations $3,676.50
SERVICE: Today’s Worship Helpers are listed below.
Audio/Visual: Dean Pollpeter Worship Team: Mike & Allison Klein

Opportunities for Ministry & Growth
NEWS TO KNOW
ALTAR FLOWERS FOR 2015 The 2015 sign up chart is now displayed on the bulletin
board by the Uptown office. Sign up today to provide flowers to decorate our altar.
Your Financial Giving We have only a few short days to financially finish the year in
the black, with a significant amount to make up. THANK YOU to each and every one for
all your support that helps our church reach the lives that it does, in the way it does, with
Jesus Christ.
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center service now Available in
Ankeny Sarah McElhaney, LMFT, a licensed marriage and family therapist that works at
Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center, is now seeing clients here at Ankeny First (for
12 years of age and up) on Tuesdays. Sarah counsels children and adolescents and their
families, adults, and couples, and her areas of treatment interest include anxiety and depressive disorders, child behavioral issues, parenting and relational issues, self-image,
social skills, and couples issues. Contact Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center 515274-4006 for information and to schedule appointments.
Let us help you with that New Year’s Resolution If fitness is part of your 2015
agenda, then we have your solution! Our early morning Bootcamp program offers the
perfect combination of heart pumping cardio and intense strength training. We want you
to have fun, but be prepared for some high intensity training. Our next session of
Bootcamp will run from Monday, January 5 - Friday, February 27. Bootcamp is held
Monday-Friday at 5:15am or 6:00am at the Christian Life Center. The cost for this eightweek program is $40. www.ankenyfumc.org/bootcamp.htm
Adult Volleyball League, January 15-March 5, 2015 Join us for our co-ed volleyball league on Thursday nights at the Christian Life Center. Games will be held between
7:00-9:00pm. (Depending on registration numbers, games may need to start at 6:00pm.)
Cost is $15. Childcare will be provided if needed. Sign up individually or as a team (teams
require a minimum of six players). We offer two divisions–Recreational and Competitive.
Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/volleyball.htm
ZUMBA GOLD, derived from the original ZUMBA FITNESS program, makes low-impact
modifications for beginners, active older adults, and other individuals who are looking for
a fun, high-energy workout that is friendlier to the body! Registration is $20 for this sixweek session. Our next session will run from January 8- February 12 at 10:30am. Register online at www.ankenyfumc.org/zumba.htm
It’s Not too Late to Return your 2015 “Because We Believe” pledge Card!
Join the excitement of supporting our ministries in 2015 by returning your financial pledge
for next year if you haven’t done so already. It directs our church leaders in planning for
the future when they know the strength of the potential contributions! Extra pledge cards
are available at each worship site at The Connect in the gathering space.
Connect @ First Recently we launched “The Connect,” a welcome and hospitality center at each of our worship locations. This is a place to learn more about the many programs and ministries going on in this church, or to find some help about where a classroom is! Whether you are brand new guest or a long-time member, this is your first stop to
find Ankeny First information. See you at the Connect!

MISSION & OUTREACH
Calling all who are available to work at Bidwell-Riverside Our next
workday is Tuesday, December 30. This invitation is for young and old, men and women.
We meet to carpool at 9:00am in the north uptown parking lot, then return by 1:00pm. This
is a great opportunity to involve your family in a meaningful and giving activity.
In-Gathering School Bag Cutting Day Our first cutting day will be January 19,
from 1:00-3:00pm in the Uptown Family Center. Mark your calendars now!
The Family Christmas Project was a blessing to 57 families and 195 children. Over
$6,800 worth of donations went to give these families a special Christmas.
UM Student Day Today we are promoting awareness of the role of United Methodist
higher education in helping students as they prepare for life by uniting faith with
knowledge. You will find an offering envelope in your bulletin today to make a donation.

YOUTH NEWS
Fusion and The Gathering will not meet tonight, December 28. But join us next
week on January 4 from 5:00-8:15pm at the Christian Life Center for a New Year’s KickOff Party! This will be a night of fun and fellowship to start the New Year. There will be
pizza for supper and a variety of activities including inflatables, games and devotion. We
hope to see you there!

www.AnkenyFUMC.org

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADULT STUDY & CONNECTION
Beth Moore Bible Study–Children of the Day Join this women’s study for a 9week journey with Beth Moore as she explores 1 and 2 Thessalonians. In this study, we
will face crisis, afflictions, relationships, doubts, concerns, and fears, as we find encouragement for living the Christian life now and hope for when Christ returns. This study is
DVD-based with a workbook of daily readings and reflections. We will meet on Sundays at
the CLC immediately after the 9:00am worship service beginning January 11. Contact
Jenny Neighbour to join or for information jennywof@gmail.com, 964-8690.
Alpha “Come and See” Event Mark your calendars now for the launch of a new Alpha session beginning January 11 with a “Come and See” event. At Alpha, guests are
invited to freely explore the Christian faith in a relaxed setting. Each week guests enjoy a
meal and a talk on subjects as diverse as “Who is Jesus?,” “How Can I Have Faith?” and
“How Can I Make the Most of the Rest of My Life?” It will be held in the Uptown Fellowship Hall at 5:30pm. All welcome!
New Disciple Sessions starting in January Beginning in mid-January, four different Disciple sessions will launch! Visit us on-line to register or for more information!
 Disciple 1: Mondays, beginning January 12 at 6:30pm in CLC room 103/104 led by
Pastor Scott Hibben.
 Disciple 2: Sundays, beginning January 11 at 6:30pm in Uptown room 310 led by Steve Nielsen.
 Disciple 3: Mondays, beginning January 26 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Pastor Bob Ward.
 Disciple 4: Tuesdays, beginning January 13 at 6:30pm in CLC room 106/107 led by
Greg Saboe and Denny Brouwer.
Financial Peace University We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University (FPU) is that plan! It teaches God’s way of handling money. Through video teaching, class discussions and interactive small group activities, FPU presents biblical, practical steps to get from where you are to where you’ve dreamed you could be. This plan will
show you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely, and so
much more. Please visit our website or contact Lindsay Drake with any questions. Don’t
miss out on this life-changing class! FPU will offer two sessions this winter. (Jan. 15 CLC
room 105 from 6:30-8:00pm AND Feb. 8 Uptown Lounge from 5:00-6:30pm.)
Covenant Bible Study Three new Covenant Bible Study groups will begin this winter.
Covenant is divided into 3 eight-week sessions where participants read and discuss the
Bible together, while learning how to love God and each other better. Sign up online or for
more information check out the Connect. Contact Lindsay Drake at Lindsay.Drake@AnkenyFUMC.org for further information.
Small Group Study begins January 4 In Vanishing Grace, Phillip Yancey shows
the desperate need our world has for grace, and how Christians can truly make the gospel
good news again. You are invited to join this video-based small group study, where you
will explore what kind of news is good to a culture that thinks it has rejected the Christian
version. Begins January 4 at 9:45am in Uptown room 310. No need to register.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES
Bright Beginnings Preschool Open House January 11 at 9:30-11:00am at our
Uptown site—Come tour our programs for children 2-5 years old. Preschool staff and
board members will be available to answer questions you may have about the program.
AFUMC Preschool Registration for 2015-2016 Our AFUMC Preschool Registration is Tuesday, January 13! Registration is to be completed in-person at 6:00-6:30pm for
church members, and 6:30-7:00pm for community at large. No phone calls will be accepted. You will be able to register your child by the entryway to the Preschool Office for the
Parents Morning Out, five-day, two-day, three-day and Kinder-Prep programs. A $50 registration fee will be charged at the time of registration to reserve your child’s place.
Children’s Programming Our programming takes a brief break over the Christmas
holiday. Programming will start up again the first full week of January.
 Bible Adventures: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 K.U.L.E. Kids: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 6:15-7:30pm
 Little Cherubs: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:10-4:40pm; starts Tuesday, January 13, CLC at 6:00-6:30pm
 Kids of the Kingdom: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:00-4:45pm
 Celebration Chimes: Starts Wednesday, January 7, Uptown at 4:45-5:25pm

